Virginia Association of Teachers of English

The Needle’'s Eye

A Letter to VATE from Janice Suppa-Friedman,
New Past-President

Dear Colleagues,

As I end the two terms as president that VATE entrusted to me, I feel reassured that this organi-
zation will continue to grow and change as educational demands dictate. Oliver Wendell Holmes said
“The greater thing in this world

is not so much where we stand,
. . . . ”»
as in what direction we are going.

As the educational organization representing the teachers of English in the state of Virginia,
VATE aims to reach out, to listen to, and to nurture a community of teachers of language arts at all grade
levels. We do this by asking for your opinions, being receptive to your questions, and trying to bring you
opportunities for professional growth.

VATE’s annual conference continues to be our highlight each year. Many long hours go into
the production of this event. Having just returned from the NCTE convention in Pittsburgh this past
week, I am convinced that VATE offers a state conference of equal worth. The educators who present at
our state conferences spend much time in preparing to share with you their successful teaching practices.
Presenters make sure that each of you has something to take back into the classroom to enhance your
teaching. They offer you an opportunity to exchange ideas and participate in conversations you may not
have time for out in the field. VATE cultivates this sense of community among its members. Those who
are most active reap the benefits of this nurturing.

Andrew Jackson, the regional director of NAME, the National Association of Multicultural Edu-
cation, joined us at our conference in Roanoke last month. This was the first time that VATE had joined
forces with another organization, VC NAME, the Virginia chapter of the above, to bring another signifi-
cant dimension to our annual conference. However, it was a comment that Dr. Jackson made to me at the
Sunday brunch that I would like to share. It was after our president-elect, C. Hood Frazier, toasted and
roasted me, the outgoing president, amid much laughter that Dr. Jackson turned to me and said, “You
[VATE] are really a close-knit group.” To which I replied that I supposed we were. It was this perspective
of an outsider that caused me to reflect on what is the thread that binds us.

Perhaps the answer came from a first year attendee at our state conference shared the following
with me. What impressed her most was the enthusiasm of the colleagues with whom she had come in
contact. She found it uplifting to be around educators who were excited and positive about their work.
With this I could identify, for it is the same emotion I felt when I first became involved with VATE in the
early 90’s. It seemed as if [ had always heard grumblings at my home base, but here at the state level, being
around those educators who were enthusiastic about what they did created a new level of excitement for
me. [ felt I was in the company of professionals whose ideals were what had drawn me to education in the
first place. To join them gave me sustenance.

If you feel the way this new teacher and I once felt and heed the words of Andrew Jackson, then
[ encourage you to reach out to your state organization for a sense of community that can nourish you.
Join us in forging ahead and perhaps influencing the direction of English education.
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Welcome From the New President of VATE!

This year, The Virginia Association of Teachers of
English had our first collaborative conference with the
Virginia Chapter of the National Association of Multi-
cultural Education. I hope that this will be a ray of
hope for the future. Opportunities to work with our
sister organizations are important especially as we ap-
proach issues that are important for all of us.

You, as educators, know better than anyone that
these are difficult times for our profession, our stu-
dents and ourselves. We are under assault from those
who would like to censor what we read, teach and
think, from those who believe that only the test score
is what matters, and those who, in the name of ac-
countability, would like to dismantle public educa-
tion. Under this regime that professes to “leave no
child behind” we are, in fact, leaving many children
and teachers behind in order to generate large profits
for certain testing and publishing companies that gen-
erate teacher proof curricula. But at what expense?

We are, in a sense, under assault from the very
departments that are supposedly here
to support us. Remember, Rod
Paige’s remark, that the NEA is actu-

“ThOUgh, | must adm'zl:lly a terrorist organization or our

very own department of education

that by freeing poetry f{}gmmplements diagramming as a

the tyranny of testing

are free to teach it as W

skill to be taught in the SOLs while
! éﬂ’rginating poetry from the tests.
8ugh, I must admit that by freeing
poetry from the tyranny of testing, we

like. But will we if it's riot free to teach it as we like. But will

we if it’s not being assessed?

being assessed?” voltaire wrote:

Those who can make you believe
absurdities can make you commit
atrocities.

Unfortunately, we are seeing that come to pass in our
world, in our political arena and in our schools.

Is it not an atrocity when in the name of testing

My Fellow Educators:

This volume of

The Needle'’s Eye represents my inaugu-

ral issue as editor. It is an honor and a privilege to work
for an organization devoted to the needs of the English/

language arts teachers of Virginia. My hope for
is not only to share information about VATE, but

dle’s Eye

The Nee-

also to provide a forum in which to openly examine the
concerns, challenges, and successes that face us regu-

larly.

Introduced within this volume is a new feature called
“Threading the Needle.” This column is a space where
members can weigh in on aspects of a hot-button issue
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and assessment, we push our
best teachers out of the system
by scripting them with a one-
size-fits-all packaged curricu-
lum?

Is it not an atrocity when
Reed Lyons, on the National
Reading Panel, says we should
disband schools of education
and systematically purge the
ERIC data base of research
that did not support NCLB?

Is it not an atrocity, when a
student is denied a testing
waiver in Corpus Christie, TX
even though she had recently
just lost her brother in a car
crash that left her in the hos-
pital with broken bones and
impaired short term mem-
ory!

This is why we are
here. The professional organi-
zations like VATE and NCTE
are life lines that we can hold
onto, believe in, and trust.

That is why I have become
involved in VATE. It is not
only a place where we can
collaborate and share good
teaching ideas, but, an organi-
zation that can advocate for
us: by identifying key research
that teachers need to incorpo-
rate best practices, by being a
forum where we can share our
perceptions of quality teach-
ing ideas, and a place
where we can feel sup-

stirring up the current edu-
cational atmosphere. | look
forward to printing thought-
ful and informed commentar-
ies on all sides of these is-
sues.

More than four hundred
teachers, administrators,
and college students read
the Needle’s Eye . Ifitisto
be a forum for English/
language arts professionals,

ported when the classroom
door closes behind us.

This year, I would like to
continue to build a strong
constituency among teachers
around the state and foster
more opportunities for inter-
action and collaboration. For
only by doing so, can we build
a powerful constituency to
confront the forces that would
like to silence and separate
us.

What began at our confer-
ence as a medley of voices
must continue in the coming
year as we gather together to
listen to each other and unify
behind a collective voice for
change.

Stay connected and stay
strong.

Chapman Hood Frazier
President of VATE, 2006

What do
you feel?

then you need to make your
voices heard. Send your
articles and opinions to

Lisa Kenny at
LKENNY@loudoun.k12.va.u
s or mail: 42901 Waxpool
Road, Ashburn, Virginia
20148.

Until next time,

Lisa Kenny
Editor, The Needle’s Eye
2006
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Visions of Greatness:
Reflecting on the 36™ Annual VATE Conference

By Ryan Tibbens

This year’s VATE conference, aptly titled “The Voices of Virginia: Diversity, Story and Vision for the 21* Century,” was a gathering
of incredibly diverse, motivated, and dedicated educators who delivered a powerful message about the future of language arts education in
Virginia. As a current graduate student and future teacher, that weekend marked my first experience at a professional conference, and it
changed the way I think about the professional and developmental aspects of public education.

Just three short weeks before the conference in Roanoke, VATE President Janice Suppa-Friedman informed me that I had been se-
lected to receive the Richard A. Meade Scholarship for student teaching. I was surprised and honored; I was also excited about the upcoming
conference. Having never attended this sort of summit before, I did not know exactly what to expect. Now, reflecting on that weekend, 1
realize that my experiences at the conference are just as valuable as the scholarship itself. I met teachers from all over the state who attended
because they truly care about improving their schools. I listened to presentations about innovative and effective classroom practices. The con-
ference gave me a new sense of the interconnectedness between schools and teachers, and I came to better understand the issues that face
every school, every teacher, and every student.

President-Elect Hood Frazier’s opening remarks at Saturday’s banquet powerfully and judiciously addressed the current conflicts
between education policy and best practices, between accountability and achievement, and between political goals and teachers’ missions. His
words resonated through the crowd and epitomized the conference’s goals of embracing diversity and improving our schools. Frazier’s timely
speech was followed by another of the conference’s highlights - Nikki Giovanni’s keynote speech. Ms. Giovanni, who impressed me as being
both an eloquent speaker and humorous intellectual, shared stories of personal tragedy and her recent work on Rosaa children’s book about
civil rights icon Rosa Parks. Ms. Parks passed away a few weeks after the conference, and those who heard Ms. Giovanni’s speech undoubtedly
recognized Parks’ historical, social, and personal significance as a wife, mother, and revolutionary. Giovanni’s speech was at times funny, at
times serious, and was always in accord with VATE’s goals for embracing diversity and promoting creativity.

I'm sure everyone who attended the conference has their own favorite memories, and I'm sure most people agree that Saturday’s
banquet generated several of them. Saturday was an incredibly important day for me, personally, as a student and as a teacher. In addition to
the evening’s impassioned speeches, it was during the luncheon that Ms. Frances Lively awarded me the Meade Scholarship. The scholarship
means a great deal to me for two reasons: it eases the financial demands of a student-teaching semester, and it gives me a sense of achievement,
a feeling that my years of hard work are beginning to pay off. Ms. Lively’s speech, which included quotes from my scholarship application and
letters of recommendation, gave me a renewed sense of confidence in myself as an educator, and it showed me that the real value of this award
goes far beyond its cash value. The Richard A. Meade Scholarship and the entire VATE conference opened my eyes to the significance of my
own education, and they helped me to realize that the real “pay off” of my hard work is not simply a paycheck, but the ability to influence and
improve our public education system.

I would like to thank Janice Suppa-Friedman, Frances Lively, Hood Frazier, and Chuck Miller for their words of encouragement ¢
many friendly teachers and peers at the conference, and, although | cannot name everyone individually, | truly appreciate all the kind wor
making me feel at home in this extraordinary organization. | look forward to a long and productive relationship with VATE and its membe

. This month’s question: Are you in favor of year-round schooling?
Threading the Needle

| endorse the year-round school year 100%. | have watched my best
friend's children benefit from attending year-round school in Germany and
| would love to see the United States switch to this. Their summers are
six weeks long instead of nine or ten, however they receive a 3-week
Spring and Fall break in addition to the traditional Christmas break. More
time is spent in learning new material and less on remediation. School is a
child's full-time job, year-round school will prepare them for the real

The key to year-round schooling is in its flexibility to meet many
goals. Tam in favor of the year-round school plan because of its
flexibility in relationship to our students’ needs, our families’
needs, and our communities’ needs. Developmentally, I feel stu-

dents learn at a higher level when the learning cycle is continuous
versus transitioning in and out of an educational year arbitrarily set
by a school calendar. For families, I like the idea of planning
events throughout the year rather than the focus being the summer
months.

Yvonne Maisel
Belmont Ridge Middle School

Leesburg, Virginia

The Needle’s Eye

world. With year 'round schools, | can foresee students' overall academic
success increase significantly. | am in favor of year-round schools from a
teacher's perspective as well; mainly for less time being spent on remedia-
tion and more on learning content objectives. | hope this paragraph will
assist in bringing year-round schools throughout the United States.

Sincerely,

Lisa Mechels
ESL teacher
Sterling Elementary School

Sterling, Virginia

cont’d on page 4
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Dear Fellow VATE Members, who put together an outstanding program and to This is, of course, Lisa’s first issue of the Nee-
Kathy Kelly , who served as the local arrangements dle’s Eye, and | hope you will find it useful and
chair. And, here’s a special shout out to our “fearles informative. Lisa is just full of great ideas both for
leader,”Jan Suppa-Friedman who is finishing an our organization as a whole and teedle’'s Eye

unprecedented second year as VATE president.  She chaired the committee that began the work on
And speaking of shout outs, congratulations to o our VATE organization_al _actipn_statement during Fhe
three2005 VATE honor schools Landstown High conference. And, _she is |nst|tu_t|ng a new feature in
Schoolin Virginia BeachSmart's Mill Middle our newsletter e_nt|t|ed “Thre;adlng the Nee_dle.” In
Schoolin Leesburg, andames Monroe High School each volume, th'IS _fe_ature Wll! focus on an issue that
in Fredericksburg. All three of these schools have S confronting Virginia's Engllsh teachers. | encour-
achieved honor school status by having 100% of th @3¢ You to become a part of this forum and share
English faculty sign on as VATE members. | appre: your thoughts on the topl_cs th{c\t are discussed in 'thIS
ate their enthusiasm and support and encourage ot féature. |am sure that Lisa will welcome your writ-
schools across the state to follow their lead. ten contributions to thleedle’s Eye
By the wayif your mailing label has a 2005 date . Well, lam rambling gnd it's been about fifteen
on it, it is now time to renew your VATE member- minutes since the last trlck—or—tregter. We only had
ship for 2006 This edition of th&leedle’s Eyauill about 30 this year, so | guess | Wll! have to finish off
be your last publication unless you renew soon. Als the rest of the candy. It's a tough job, but somebody
some changes are in store as far as VATE member has to do it. It seems strange to be wr!tlng this article
ship is concerned. Previously, VATE memberships NOW when I know by the time you receive it, we may
ran the duration of the calendar year from January : Well be into the new year. So while we are looking
to December 31. This has caused some confusion 2h€ad, please put t8&" annual VATE conference
over the years, since many peaple first join VATE a ON your calendar. It will be held at thiliday Inn
the beginning of their school years. To avoid this ~ Selec/Koger Center in Richmond on October 27-
confusion, VATE has adopted a rolling membershig 29 Our theme will be:Teaching Our Students to
so that your membership begins or is renewed imm Question: A Certain Ragamuffin, Barefoot Irrev-

As | write this article, it has been about twi
weeks since the $6annual VATE conference
concluded, and | am anticipating trick-or-
treaters at my door any minute, as it is also
Halloween. This is the first time that | have
been able to “come up for air” since the con-
ference as it fell near the end of my school's
first marking period, and | have been busy wi
projects, report cards, and the other paperwo
that is involved at the end of the nine weeks.
Like many of you, | am a classroom teacher,
and | know what it is like to try to get a handle
on the paper load.

| wanted to take time to write, however,
while the conference was still relatively fresh
in my memory. | have been to quite a few of
the 36 VATE conferences, and | would have
say that this year's was one of the finest | hay
attended.Virginia Voicesrang loud and clear
throughout the Roanoke Wyndham Hotel.
Patricia Hersch, Tim Seibles, and Nikki Gio-
vanni, all of whom now call Virginia home,
gave us much upon which to think and reflect

A number of writers shared their voices, as di
our friends from the Appalachian Teachers’

Network. Of course, one of the major

strengths of our conference has always been

diately upon the processing of your membership
application.

the abundant variety of concurrent sessions of dues. Beginningebruary 1, 2006 the yearly
presented by our colleagues and fellow Engli VATE dues will increase t825 This is the first

educators. And this year, | was especially

erence.” Great teaching ideas and enthusiasm will
be welcome. No shoes, no problem.

Another change in VATE membership is the cos

Chuck Miller
Executive Secretary

increase in dues since Ronald Reagan left the Whit

excited about our partnership with the Virginii House. The increase is necessary due to the rising
Chapter of the National Association of Multi- costs of doing business such as the printing and mz

cultural Education and our first ever joint
conference.

Thanks so much to all the VATE members R€new before February 1, and you can still pay the

who pulled together to make this year's confe old dues of $15 | have asked our neMeedle’s Eye

ing of our publications and the maintaining of our

new and improved VATE websitev{vw.vate.org.

Editor's Note: Thank you, Chuck, for the kind words and

all you do for VATE!

ence an especially memorable one. Special editor,Lisa Kenny, to include a membership form in

thanks toHood Frazier, our president-elect,

this issue for your convenience.

Threading the Needle co nt’d’lrst six to eight weeks reviewing, rather than intro-

No. I believe the summer months are
important for families, teachers, and
students to re-group.

Stephanie DeFord
Eagle Ridge Middle School
Ashburn, Virginia

Being in the field of education for
35 years, | have had ample time and
opportunity to think about year-round
school. My humble conclusion is that I
think it is a wonderful idea.

Students forget so much over a long
vacation. Their minds are geared to
play and everything they had so master-
fully conquered soon turns to academic
mush, with no relevance by the time
late August rolls around. The really
down side is that most teachers take the
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ducing new and needed material.

The length of breaks is inconsistent. One year,
a holiday could be two weeks, another year it is five
days. This really takes its toll on attendance, as
parents plan trips and visits, not according to
school breaks, but according to family needs and
the economy. The make-up work students have
when they return truly taxes teachers who need to
re-instruct every student who has been absent.

The planning of instruction is much more con-
sistent in year-round school. It seems to lend itself
to logical quarter and semester breaks. The cur-
riculum easily fits into fixed times and dates.

Year-round school is a revolutionary concept in
a nation which is so used to a long-ago agricultur-
ally-based society, where children had to work in
the fields during the summer months. In the long
run, children will learn much better and teachers
will enjoy a higher and more successful level of
instruction— a win-win situation!

Johanna Cona
Harmony Intermediate School

Hamilton, Virginia

Coming from an Australian education sys-
tem, I would argue strongly in favor of year-
round schooling. While the Australian system
is not “strictly” year-round, it certainly spreads
the holidays more evenly throughout the year.
The four terms of the year are generally ten-
week terms and each term is separated by a
vacation.

Australia, like the U.S,, still has a longer
break for the summer than for the other ends of
terms, but having a break at the end of each
terms gives both students and teachers time to
relax and refresh themselves for the next round.

Having taught under both systems, I can
truly say that to spread the holidays out more
evenly between terms benefits all members of
the school community.

Allison Beasley
Loudoun County Public Schools

Stay tuned to www.vate.org for the Spring
2006 topic for Threading the Needle .

Volume 26, Number 1



Virginia Association of Teachers of English
Application for Membership

Print, complete, and mail the form with your $15.00 or $5.00 (student membership) annual dues to our Executive Secretary, Chuck Miller.
You can also join through your local affiliate.

Date New member Renewal

Name

(Circle one)

K-12 English Teacher, Grade __ _ K12 Teacher, Grade
College English Teacher K-12 Administrator

College Administrator VDOE Employee

Student Retired Teacher

Parent Citizen Other

Address

Phone Number E-mail

School

Address

Phone Number E-mail

Mail the above with a check to VATE for $15.00 or $5.00 for a student membership to:

Chuck Miller
Executive Secretary—VATE
1417 Birchwood Drive
Crozet, VA 22932
(434) 823-1483
CMillerCrz@adelphia.net

]J.T. Henley Middle School



VATE Talent File

Can you help VATE? If you are willing to help with any VATE activity, we ask you to print and mail the following form with your membership
form.

Name and Title

Name of Institution

Mailing Address

Phone: FAX E-mail

Highest Degree Held___ Total years in work associated with English teaching___
Are you a current member of NCTE? Yes No

Are you a current member of VATE? Yes No If so, which affiliate?

If you are a teacher, full or part time, what is your current teaching level?

Your Classification

_____ American Indian _Asian/ Pacific Islander
_____ Black/African American ___ Latino
White/Caucasian Other

Type of service you would prefer providing VATE or its affiliates

Executive Board Officer

Conference Session speaker

Conference Chair / Recorder

Conference Registration Desk

Conference Local Arrangements Committee Member

______ Any kind of Service

Competencies and Interests

List three or four areas of strength that you are willing to share with VATE.
Some examples of categories include:

Conference and Affiliate programming, Publicity, Techniques with Special Groups, Reading, Writing, Book talks, Literature, Language, Mass
Media, Speech, Dramatics, Linguistics, Research and Scholarship, Instruction and Supervision Mentoring, Testing,, SOL Preparation, Affiliate
Leadership, Reading Promotion, CRISS

Please feel free to add any other categories!

I can offer these skills to VATE:



Call for Manuscripts
Virginia English BulletinSpring 2006

Focus: Traditions: Reflection, Re-evaluation, Renewal

The Virginia English BullatiRites you to submit articles, essays, poems, or reviews for the Spring 2006 issue, which will consider the ways that
English language arts classrooms are sites wherein traditions of teaching and learning, writing and reading, literature and literacy are enacted,
evaluated, revised, and re-enacted and re-evaluated, sometimes timelessly. For, as teachers of the English language arts, we engage in both tra-
ditional pedagogic routines and traditional writing and reading activities; yet we also find ourselves balanced between those traditions and the
writing, reading, and teaching ideas of the 21* Century: e-mail composition, hyper-textual literature, and technology-infused classrooms. In-
deed, we often find ourselves reminded of the ‘old’ within our ‘new.” With this issue of the Bulletinve seek articles that address these tradi-
tions of both method and content, but also that are willing to approach the same traditions critically, excited by the possibilities for more effec-
tive teaching and learning inherent in all processes involving re-evaluation, revision, and renewal.

In what ways are you a traditionalist? In what ways a non-traditionalist? When do you adhere to the tenets of the conventional, the canonical,
the ‘standard?” When do you veer into the uncharted, the contemporary, the digital? Do you balance your content between the old and the
new! Your pedagogy! When does your classroom challenge students to situate the canonical in the 21* Century? When and how is your
pedagogy informed by history and historical research questions but contemporarily student-centered? What methods of teaching and learning
have your found to be “tried and true!?” What methods have you abandoned as culturally or politically out of step with current societal expec-
tations and mores! How do you balance traditional content - grammatically, literarily, compositionally - with a standards-based intent?
Where in the lives of your students does the traditional intersect with their immediacy? What new traditions have you fostered in order to
help students integrate our ‘old’ with their ‘new?’

Have you charted trajectories into contemporary linguistic or literary waters, but then found yourself in the company of historical figures,
ground-breakers themselves in a different time?

In short, where do you situate yourself, your content, and your methods along the continuum between the past and the present and the fu-
ture! Toward what future, perhaps powerfully mindful of the past, do you steer your present students? Where do you think our traditions
should take us?

Virginia English Bullatia fully refereed journal. In addition to publishing articles on the targeted theme, we feature teaching ideas in our
Great Teaching ideas column.

Deadline: March 15, 2006

Authors are encouraged to submit their articles electronically as an e-mail attachment, preferably Microsoft Word; however, other formats and word
processing programs are acceptable. Note to MAC users—submit your copy in ASCII form, E-mail, or send as an attached document in rich text for-
mat. Manuscripts should be typewritten, double-spaced. If manuscripts are mailed, submit in duplicate and on disk. We do not accept simultaneous
submissions. Please include your mailing address, as well as a short biographical sketch including the name of your school, position, courses
taught, and a brief statement about your professional life; also include a statement of submission noting that the work has not been submitted
elsewhere simultaneously for publication.

Send copies to Robert Williams, Radford University, P.O. Box 6935, Radford, Virginia 24142. The editor reserves the right to modify manuscripts
to fit length and language considerations. e-mail address: rohwilli@radford.edu. Please include “VEB Submission” in the “Subject” line of your e-
mail.




2006 EXECUTIVE BOARD
VIRGINIA ASSOCIATION OF TEACHERS OF ENGLISH
(VATE)

Congratulations to the newly elected members of the VATE Executive Board.

Vice President: Carl Young

Carl Young is a former middle school and high school English language arts teacher, is assistant professor and program &
English education at Virginia Tech. He earned his doctorate from the University of Virginia and is a former faculty membe
Associate Director of the UVA Young Writers Workshop. Carl has previously served VATE as Middle School Member-at-
and as College Member-at-Large, and he welcomes the opportunity to continue working with English teachers across the
inspire positive growth within our professional organization that will, ideally, carry over into the lives and education of our 4
and our colleagues.

Elementary Member-at-Large Elect: Nancy Webb

Nancy Webb teaches at McHarg Elementary School in Radford. She holds a PhD, was a Fulbright Fellow, and trav
Malawi, Africa, in the summer of 2004 to assist with the training of teachers there. Nancy will bring a wider vision to the B
with her international experience.

Middle School Member-at-Large Elect: Kristene Baldwin

Kristene Baldwin currently teaches in Fairfax County. She recently taught at Stonewall Middle School in Manassag
she taught ESOL, IBMYP, and SPED collaboration language arts classes. She earned a Masters in Education with emph
riculum and Instruction from the University of Connecticut in 2000. She previously taught in the San Francisco Bay area &
Fresno, California. She looks forward to serving on the VATE Executive Board.

High School Member-at-Large Elect: Elizabeth (Liz) Simons

Elizabeth (Liz) Simons serves as the English Language Arts Curriculum Specialist for the Alexandria City Public Sq
She earned both her MS and PhD from Kansas State University. She enjoys the challenges of promoting literacy for stud
feels that serving on the VATE Executive Board will allow her to learn from others, share ideas, and help in strengthening
ing of English.

College Member-at-Large Elect: Deborah Frazier
Deborah Frazier is an Associate Professor of Education at Longwood University. She earned her BA from Longwo
her Med and PhD from the University of Virginia. Deborah has previously served VATE as Elementary Member-at-Large,

will bring her knowledge and expertise in Elementary Education to the Board in this position.

In addition, two Board members moved into new positions for 2@2Bolyn (Carrie) Perry will serve as President-elect, and
Hood Frazier is VATE President.

We welcome all of these professionals to the VATE Executive Board. If you are interested in serving on the Board, pleast
Jan Suppa-Friedman, VATE Past President. Her contact information can be found on the VATE wighsitate.org
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CALL FOR 2006 PROGRAM PROPO

Virginia Association of Teachers of English

and the Virginia Association of Multicultural Educat

on

welcome you to our second joint conference.

92" Anniversary Year
37" Annual Conference of VATE

Holiday Inn Select Koger South Conference Center
1021 Koger Center Blvd.
Richmond, VA.

October 27, 28, and 29, 2006

Teaching Our Students to Question: &

Inspiring a “Certain Ragamuffin, Barefoot Irreverence”

“It is important that students bring a certain ragamuffin, barefoot irreverence to
their studies; they are not here to worship what is known, but to question it.”

~Jacob Bronowski

Preparing students for standardized testing is one thing, but what should we be doing as teachers of English Language Arts to help our s

realities of their future? What reading, writing, communication, technology, and critical thinking skills and knowledge should we
texts should they read? What writing should they do?

The 2006 VATE conference is a confegemesgiabing Teachers will come together in academic fellowship to share their answers to

help ther

the ques

and to ask more questions. Our guest speakers, institutes, mini-workshops, and sessions will promote healthy and fruitful discugsion and

Please complete all parts of the proposal and send it in no later than July 15, 2006. The program committee will consider all proposals that
arrive on time and will contact all applicants via e-mail. All conference presenters must pay registration fees. Mail or email your proposal
to

Carrie Perry, VATE President-Elect
Supervisor of K-12 English Language Arts
Loudoun County Public Schools
21000 Education Court
Ashburn, VA 20148
571-252-1330

cperrv@loudoun.k12.va.us
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Part L.

Person submitting the proposal:

Dr. Mr. Mrs. Ms.

Last name First name Middle Initial

Institutional Affiliation:

Position and/or Title:
Mailing Address: (street)

(City) (State) (Zip)
E-mail Address*:
Phone Number: (Home) (Work)

Local Affiliate of VATE (if known) or School District/County:

Co-presenters:

(Please provide all information on the table.):

Name Affiliation E-mail Address

Type of Presentation (check only one):

___50 min. session: Provides an overview of a given specific topic

___75 min. workshop: Uses an interactive format and audience participation.
1/2-day institute: Allows for in-depth sharing of a topic (3 hours).

___full-day institute: Allows for the most in-depth sharing of a topic with suggested follow-up
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Strand (check all that apply):

___ Reading ___ Literature (traditional, canonical) __Instruction

___ Writing ____ Literature (multi-cultural) ____ Technology

___ Grammar ____ Literature (young adult) ____ESL/ESOL

___ Differentiation __ Our Changing Language ____ VANAME presentation

___VASOLs ____ Oral Communication ____ Other (please describe)
Intended Audience (check all that apply):

___ Elementary School ____ High School ____ Administrators

_ Middle School ____College ____ Parents

Audiovisual Equipment (check all that apply):
___ Overhead ____ Screen ____ None

_TV/VCR ____ Internet access

NOTE: VATE cannot provide LCD projectors or laptop computers, flip charts and markers, or transparency sheets.

On behalf of the presenter(s) listed on this proposal, I understand I (we) must pre-register for the conference and be responsible for all
conference registration fees and other expenditures for the Virginia Association of Teachers of English and Virginia Association of
Multicultural Education Collaborative Conference to be held at the Koger South Conference Center, Richmond, VA, on October 27-
29, 2006.

Signature of Person Submitting Proposal Date

Part II.
Please attach a 1-pagéescription that includes the following:
Session Title
Objectives
Abstract (30-50 words to be used in the conference program)
Narrative Description of Session
Biographical Information:

Please provide biographical information no longer than 50 words for each presenter listed in Part I. This will be read by your session
chair at the beginning of your session.

We welcome all proposals and give each serious consideration. Please note the conference theme on the VATE websit
early, as sessions fill up rapidly. As a professional nonprofit organization, VATE cannot reimburse program patrticipantg
conference expenses. All presenters must register for the conference.

If you have questions/concerns, check out the FAQs on the VAWR/welatstordk you have additional questions, contact Carr
cperry@loudoun.k12.va.us

1%
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“The Needle’s Eye doth supply the thread that runs so true.”

Call For News Items!

If you have any news items that you would like to share with fellow

English/language arts teachers, please send them to
lkinva66@aol.com



