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Wanna See Pictures of My Kids?
Chris Woods, VATE President-Elect

CONFERENCE AS BABY Enrichment Teaching Students. | VATE LESSON SWAP
As | sort, select, and schedule the asked Ms. Foronda, the current Vir- We are kicking off a Lesson Swap.
various presentations for the sessior ginia Poet Laureate and our SundayAttendees who want to participate
break outs and special events for thic brunch presenter, to recommend re-should fill out the form in this issue
year's annual conference with my gional poets who might be interested of TNE or use the form online at
new best friend, Sarah Tanner in donating their time to present at www.vate.org Instead of the tradi-
Anderson, | am beginning to have public schools around the state. tional (rather non-green) paper proc-
that maternal feeling kick in again -- ess, we are accepting electronic cop-
this time about the conference itself. The four poets she recommended allies and will distribute CDs of all les-
agreed immediately and are very ex-sons sent in to participants. Teachers
Those of you with children might cited to be a part of this program. who send a lesson will receive a CD
remember the feeling. It's the one The four poets are Ed Lull, Shirley in their registration packets.
where you wanted to show everyone Sellers, Mary McElveen, and Patsy
pictures of your newborn bundles Bickerstaff. Christina Smith, 2007 INSPIRATION WALL
and to tell everyone about every little conference opening session speakerThroughout the conference, an Inspi-
giggle and spurt that came out their will also donate her time for this ration Wall, representing conference
precious, angel-like mouths. valuable project. events, people, and ideas contributed
by committee members and atten-
Also, like anticipating a new baby, All donated presentations will be dees will be displayed in the Exhi-
our conference is months in the mak- “raffled” as door-prizes to attendees bor’s Area to catch VATE at its best.
ing. Sarah and | are down to the final at the conference meal functions. SeePictures page 2
pieces of this year’s conference puz-
zle. We are growing more excited
every day and we want to feature
some of this year's highlights.
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manent parts of future conferences.
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The first program is one we are call- _ 1
ing P.O.E.T.S., or Poetry Outreach & President’'s Message 15
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Picturescontinued

This idea (thanks to Kathryn Gerani- dynamic banquet keynote speaker isThose of us working on the confer-
ous) branches from our desire to atthe poet, playwright, and producer of ence have all done our best to make
tend all sessions and be in all places ahe Capital BookFest, Kwame Alex- the “improvements” requested by all
all times; in lieu of “cloning,” we ander. He will present for us a mo-those who responded to the 2006
thought an Inspiration Wall would saic of his works as producer andconference survey. | wargveryone
work well. We would also like to in- poet, as well as his Book-A-Day to come to this year's conference
clude thoughts, ideas, quotations, stuconcept, where he outlines the detaildike | wanted everyone to be inter-
dent work, and photos fronyour for turning students’ writings into a ested in my new babies’ pictures.
classrooms, so bring some along topublishable novel. Nikki Giovanni
get the Inspiration Wall rolling! says of Alexander, “He’s truly a
Renaissance man.” More in-
CONFERENCE SCHEDULE formation on Kwame Alex-
The conference begisiday morn-  ander may be found on hi
ing, October 19,with concurrentses- w e b s i t e at
sions in various strands which will www.kwamealexander.com
run until our welcome event and
opening session that evening. Virginia Poet Laureate Carolyn Krd
iter-Foronda will speak at the S
E. Ethelbert Miller, whose work | day brunch, sharing her visions fG
have loved since my time in Fairfax poetry in the Virginia classroom and
county with ETA-NV days, will be offering resources with which to fos-
our keynote speaker for the Openingter student interest in and love
Session. Aside from being a dynamicpoetry. A poet, educator, and a
speaker and poet, he is a literary acist, Foronda is a living encyclope-
tivist, the director of the African dia of Virginia poets, poetry, and
American Resource Center at Howardresources. Learn more about CarolynTime and wisdom have taught me to
University, and an often featured Kreiter-Foronda on her website at, temper my expectations; therefore, |

writer on National Public Radio. To www.carolynforonda.com will eventually forgive all of you

learn more about Miller, visit his web who can’'t make it to this year’'s con-

site atwww.eethebertmiller.com MY CLOSING, BUT PROBABLY ference. However, | have high hopes
NOT FINAL, PLEA for those of you who are able attend.

Novelist Marina Budhos is author of | know that each year as teachers, itfThis conference iur conference.
Ask Me No Questiong, young adult seems that more and more of ourThe presenters have invested their
novel about the lives of two teens andtime is taken up with things we can’t time and effort to supporbur or-
their parents of Middle Eastern de-always change or foresee. Yet, | al-ganization. It is my hope we can
scent in post 9/11 America. It is anways look so forward to the time show our support by attending as
eye-opening novel which allowed me when | can attend VATE’s fall con- many sessions and meal functions
to understand and empathize with theference. Let's take the time this yearfrom the opening of the conference
current situation of immigrants in and every year to remember what weto its close as is possible.
America. At our Saturday luncheon, love best about our profession and
Budhos will touch on her interna- about being professionals. IN CONCLUSION...
tional writings based on her observa- Please join me at this year’s confer-
tions as an Indo-Guyanese woman,Think of the conference as a worry- ence for some great conversation and
world traveler, and on her experiencesfree, interactive weekend at your fa- resources designed tefresh your
producing this ALA Best Book for vorite bookstore, without interrup- love of our profession I look for-
Young Adults/Notable Book. More tion, where you are surrounded byward to meeting more of you and
information may be found on her like-minded people who want to dis- saying hello again to familiar faces.
website www.marinabudlos.com cuss, think, read, and write all We cannot wait to see you there!
things English
On Saturday evening, October 20, our
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Raising Our

I'm always amazed at how quiet elementary schools a students, showing a healthy respect for protocol but too
Having worked in middle and high schools for the majol passionate about our cause to keep quiet.

ity of my career, | am accustomed to the groups of kitWhen | think about the various levels of advocacy, | feel
sprawled out in the hall working on a project, the bustle compelled to say that we have no excuse for being unin-
passing period, the slamming of lockers, and the commn volved. Whether at the local, state, or national level, the
tion in the cafeteria. But elementary schools are qui¢voices of educators can — and do — make a difference.
even when kids fill the halls and the lunch room. At the local level, consider attending several school board
As educators, | think sometimes we are too much like o meetings in the coming year. Learn who represents the
elementary students. We are too quiet — particularly wh children in your school. Build relationships with the

it comes to raising our voices A school board member and

to advocate for education
issues. Sure, behind closed
doors we may work in

groups, voice our opinions,
or even have the occasional
outburst of commotion, but

generally, we hush once the
door is opened and we enter
the corridors of advocacy.

Recently | had an opportuni
to visit with staffers on Capi
tol Hill with a group of Na-
tional Board Certified Teach
ers from across the nation. |
a single day, approximately
400 NBCTs participated in
approximately 450 meetings
to discuss education issues. It

\

members of your school’s

community. Are there local

businesses that might partner
with your school to make a

difference for kids? Consider
the multiple avenues you

might take to promote the

quality teaching and learning
happening in your own con-

text.

At the state level, know who
represents you and learn that
individual's voting record.
Let your delegate know how
changes at the state level im-
pact your classroom, your
school, and your students.
Understand that while federal

is powerful! Armed with voting records, issues and idea regulations must be followed, education is a state right,
and, most importantly, the stories from our classrooms, \and a large number of the decisions that directly impact
sat with staffers and members of congress to voice cclassrooms occur at this level.
views.

At the national level, let your representative and senators
Staffers in both Virginia senators’ offices allotted an ur know how federal regulations might be strengthened and
precedented amount of time (Sen. Webb’s office gave give examples from your teaching context. NCLB is up
nearly 45 minutes!) to listen to our key points and to asfor reauthorization when Congress reconvenes in Septem-
guestions to gain deeper understanding of how bills a ber, and legislators are still seeking input from educators
appropriations play out in classrooms around the Corin the field. Encourage legislators to appropriate educa-
monwealth. Both senators consistently vote in favor (tion funding at the authorized level and explain how un-
education appropriations and legislative initiatives th: der-funded bills affect teaching and learning.
promote high-quality teaching and learning, showing th.
doing what makes sense can be largely a bi-partisan efftNo matter where you decide to step in, know that your
But even when meeting with willing ears and open mind voice makes a difference. The whisper of the elementary
we must learn to take time to share our stories so ¢school lunch room is much easier to ignore than the rum-
elected officials make decisions informed by educators ble of the high school cafeteria. When it comes to advo-
the field. In short, we should be more like our seconda cacy, raise your voice!
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VATE Conference 200Rliddle School Mosaic
Sharing Inspiration:

Virginia YA Writers Discuss Their Work
Friday, October 19

This session designed with the middle level teacher in mind, but all are welcome. Each author will read fromn
or her work and then allow time for questions and answers.

At 9 a.m.Robert Marston Fannegyauthor ofLuthiel’s Songgegins the session. Fanney has been nominated for
two upcoming young fiction awardsluding the Virginia Reader’'s Choice Award and the Florida Teen Reads
Award. He is also a semifinalist nominee for the 2007-2008 Georgia Peadoeandfiction

Julie Swanson, author@bing for the Recardiill present at 10 a.m. Swanson’s numerous awards include the
International Reading Association Young Adult’'s Choices List, Booklist’'s Top Ten Sports Books for Youth, ar
Young Adult Library services Association Popular Paperbacks for Young Adults among many others.

Author ofGive me Liberty, Annie Between the Stattgnder a War-Torn Sk, M. Elliott will conclude the

session. Elliott’'s works have been recognized by the International Reading Association (Teacher’s Choice A
the New York Public Library (Book for the Teen Age), the NCSS/CBC (Notable Children’s Trade Book in the
Field of Social Studies), the Jefferson Cup (Honor Book), and won the Border’s Original Voices Award in 20(

National Council of Teachers of English
2007 Convention

Diverse Literacies for the Twenty-first Centur
OPPORTUNITIES, CHALLENGES, PROMISING NEW DIRECTTION
NOVEMBER 15-18, 2007

New York, New York

To browse through the hundreds of sessions, events, activities for, and to plan y
own convention schedule, visit the searchable NCTE Online Convention Prograr
http://www.ncte.org/profdev/conv/annual

Speakers includandrea Davis Pinkney, Brian Pinkney, Rudine Sims Bishop, Dax
Barry, Ridley Pearson, Nancie Atwell, Amy Tan, Esmeralda Santiago, Gregory
Maguire, Ishmael Beah, Keith Gilyard
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VATE 2007 CONFERENCE
REGISTRATION FORM

Sharing Inspiration in a Time of Standardization
Creating a network of the “tried & true” in Virginia's Language Arts classrooms

October 19-21, 2007

Holiday Inn Washington Dulles Airport
1000 Sully Road (off of Route 28)
Dulles, Virginia 20166

Directions: Complete form. Make check payable 8ara Symons, VATE Conference Treasuidail check and com-
pleted registration formto  VATE Conference Registration

c/o Lisa Kenny

150 Clubhouse Drive SW, #102

Leesburg, VA 20175

REGISTRATIONS BY MAIL MUST BE POSTMARKED NO LATER THAN SEPTEMBER 15, 2007.
An email address is required. Registration confirmation will be sent via email only.

Please circle one: Dr., Mr., Mrs., Ms.

(Last Name) (First Name) (M)

(NAME AS IT SHOULD APPEAR ON YOUR NAME TAG)

Institutional/School Affiliation:

Position and /or Title:

E-mail Addregsequired:

Mailing Address:

(street)

(city) (state) (zip)

Phone #s: (Home) (Work) (Cell)

Local Affiliate of VATE (if known), School District or County:

Please check all that apply:

VA Assoc. of Teachers of English member VATE board member
Author/Speaker VA Assoc. of Diversity Education member VATE affiliate member
Conference presenter First-time conference attendee VATE affiliate leader

OPTIONAL.: Ethnicity Identification (This information is only used in our paperwork for NCTE.)

African American Asian American Hispanic/Latino Other
American Indian Caucasian Pacific Islander
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VATE 2007 CONFERENCE REGISTRATION FEE SCHEDULE

Membership Status Pay by Mail Pay On-Site

VATE Member* $50.00 $60.00
VADE Member $60.00 $70.00
Non-Member $75.00 $85.00
Student $10.00 $15.00
* Are you a first year teacher? Yes No If yes, then you may register at the VATE member rate.

MEMBERSHIP STATUSYATE membership is on an annual rotation from the date of your last membership date. Check the mailing
label of the VATE newsletterThe Needle’'s Eyir your membership status; “2007” indicates that you are a current dues-paying member and
you may registeras a member for the 2007 conference. (First year teachers may register as members for the 2007 conference.) If you register
as a non-member, your registration fees will cover the costs of VATE memberships for the remainder of 2007 and for all of 2008.

MEALS/FUNCTIONS
Keynote Speaker/Meal Selections Cost* Due

Fri-Oct 19 Ethelbert Miller, poet and literary activist Free R

OPENING Attending? Yes No

Sat-Oct 20 Continental Breakfast with the Publishers/Vendors Free _
Attending? Yes No

Sat-Oct 20 Marina Budhos, novelist and YA author $21.00

LUNCHEON (select one)

Mushroom ravioli in a sundried tomato cream sauce
Chicken potpie: chicken & veggies in a puff pastry crust
Meals served w/salad, rolls, lemon cake, coffee, tea, water

Sat-Oct 20 Afternoon Snacks with the Publishers/Vendors Free _—
Attending? Yes No

Sat-Oct 20 Kwame Alexander, writer and producer of the annu@apital BookFest $39.00

BANQUET (select one)

Grilled chicken in a Dijon cream sauce w/pecan rice
Tuscan pasta tossed w/pear tomatoes and mozzarella
Meals served wi/salad, rolls, vegetables, chocolate mousse cake

Sun-Oct 21 Carolyn Kreiter-Foronda, VA Poet Laureate $16.00
BRUNCH (select one)

_____ Scrambled eggs, home-style potatoes, and bacon
____Pancakes, cinnamon apples, and bacon

Meals served w/Danishes, muffins, croissants

REGISTRATION FEE FROM ABOVH

TOTAL COST|

* Meal selections must be ordered and paid for in advance. On-site meal orders will not be available.

Make check payable t& ATE Conference 2007 RegistratioMail this registration form and your checKpayable to Sara Symons, VATE Con-
ference Treasurer) no later than September 15, 2@07 VATE Conference Registration

c/o Lisa Kenny

150 Clubhouse Drive SW, #102

Leesburg, VA 20175
VATE regrets that NO REFUNDS will be given after September 16, 2007.

For Registrar's use only: Date Rec'd: Amt Encl: Chk No:
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VATE 2007 CONFERENCE LODGING INFORMATION

PLEASE NOTPParticipantsnust reserve their own hotel accommodatiorBe certain to make reservations before
SEPTEMBER 25, 2007, to avoid late fees and to secure a room. There are only a limited number of rooms available
the conference rate. Be certain to say you will be attending the VATE Conference. Conference rates will be unavailal
after SEPTEMBER 25, but rooms may still be available.

For our bookkeeping purposes, please check all that apply: __ Single Room Reserved
(REMINDER: You must make your own reservations.) ___Double Room Reserved

__Stay Thursday night
__Stay Friday night

__Stay Saturday night
Contact: Holiday Inn Washington Dulles Airport
1000 Sully Road (off of Route 28)
Dulles, Virginia 20166
703-471-7411
Room Rates: $92.00 per single, double, triple, or quad
Check In 3:00 p.m.
Check Out 12:00 p.m.
Facilities Amenities & Services
Chantilly’s Restaurant Free In-room High Speed Internet
O’Malley’s Sports Pub and Grill Desk, Phone w/Data Ports & Voicemail
Jr. Olympic Size Indoor Pool In-room Coffee Maker, Coffee & Tea
(w/men’s and women'’s locker rooms) In-room Hair Dryer, Iron/Ironing Board
Fitness Center Free HBO, ESPN, CNN, and more
Arcade Game Room Restaurant Room Service
Business Center FreeUSA Today
Convenience Shop Free Airport Shuttle Service
ATM Free Parking
Coin Operated Laundry Daily Dry Cleaning Service
Nearby Attractions Nearby Dining
Udvar-Hazy Air & Space Museum Macaroni Grill
Dulles Town Center Mall Red Robin
Ashburn Ice House Pizzeria Uno
Dulles Expo Center Pacific
Public Golf Courses Don Pablos
Sully Plantation IceHouse Cafe
Leesburg Premium Outlets Zeffirelli Italian
Morven Park Anita’s Mexican
Oatlands Five Guys
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VATE 2007:
Come to Loudoun County!

Loudoun County is located between Washington, DC,
and the Shenandoah Valley of Virginia. To the east,
Dulles International Airport and commerce thrive; while
the western section still maintains its small farms,
towns, and villages.

Downtown Leesburg

Charming brick sidewalks alongside narrow streets
and beautiful, historic architecture can be found in the
Downtown Leesburg Historic District, also home to
many one-of-a-kind shops and restaurants. From old
to new and everything in between, there is something
for everyone. A charming, intimate atmosphere, the
Historic Downtown is host to numerous specialty
shops with an eclectic mix of home furnishings,
artwork, stylish jewelry, gifts, cafés, spas, traditional
antiques and more. World class shopping :
opportunities are found throughout the town and at the #8V-
Leesburg Corner Premium Outlets, an upscale outlet
village that is home to over 110 stores.

Wineries

With 336 acres, Loudoun County ranks second in Virginia in wine grape acreage planted. Soil conditions, temperate
climate, and skilled winemakers all contribute to Loudoun's growing reputation as wine country. Loudoun County's wine
country is now home to twelve wineries, featuring rolling hillsides dotted with vines and unigque tasting rooms located in
historic barns, Mediterranean-like villas, and caves.

The Town of Middleburg, located just an hour's drive west from the nation's capital, is best known as the capital of
Virginia's famous Hunt Country. The town was so named because it was midway on the Winchester-to-Alexandria
trading route known as the Ashby Gap Road, how Route 50. A host community for more than 250 years, Middleburg has
developed a high concentration of fine inns, shops, and restaurants.

Other Attractions

Other attractions include Oatlands Plantation, a stately mansion, beautiful rolling farmland, exquisite gardens, and
repository of more than 200 years of American history and culture near Leesburg, Virginia. You can also visit the
Smithsonian Naturalist Center, a public, “hands-on” study center that offers more than 30,000 natural history and
anthropological specimens, as well as books, microscopes, measuring tools, and other equipment for study, free, and
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VIRGINIA ASSOCIATION OF TEACHERS OF ENGLISH
2008 EXECUTIVE BOARD BALLOT

VATE is pleased to offer its slate of nominees for executive board positions for 2008. VATE members are encouraged to vote.
Please read and vote for one candidate in each category and then mail or email your ballots by September 15 to:

Hood Frazier, VATE Past President
470 Ohio Ave.

Harrisonburg, VA 22801
fraziech@jmu.edu

College Member At Large Elect Nominees (vote for one)

____ Dr. Jennifer Miskec is an assistant professor of English at Christopher Newport University where she teaches undergraduate
and graduate courses in Children’s and Adolescent Literature and writing to mostly pre-service teachers. Miskec is also an advisc
in CNU's MAT program. Miskec is active in a number of professional associations, mostly the Children’s Literature Association anc
the Modern Language Association. Her research interests are contemporary fiction for young readers, including forthcoming articl
about images of self-mutilation in YA fiction and new writers for new readers. Miskec is also interested in current conversations
about English education and looks forward to an opportunity to work with VATE to learn from and be a part of this dialogue.

____Dr. Gena Southallearned her B.A. in English Education (1997) and her M.A. in English Education and Writing (2000) from
Longwood College. She taught high school English for six years and earned her Ed.D. from the University of Virginia in

2006. During her doctoral program, she taught courses on foundations of the teaching profession, general secondary teaching me
ods, teaching reading in the content area, classroom management, assessment, and curriculum design. She also served as the N
toring Coordinator for the UVA Young Women Leaders Program (YWLP), a mentoring program that pairs college women with at-
risk middle school girls. She has also supervised over 75 students in various classroom field placements state-wide. She is currer
an Assistant Professor of English at Longwood University, where she will assume the duties of English Education Program Coordi
nator in Fall 2007. | would be thrilled to serve as VATE College Member at Large. She states: “I think my varied experience at
multiple educational institutions, in both the K-12 and higher education settings, and my constant contact with this same variety of
educational settings allow for a unique and valuable perspective. | would also welcome the opportunity to develop a lasting and
more in-depth involvement with VATE, especially in the early stages of my career in higher education. “

Secondary Member At Large Nominees Elect (vote for one)

_____Brent Fleisher is an English teacher at Powhattan High School and has been involved with VATE as a both a student in
SLATE and a member since he began teaching in Ameila County. He has a Bachelors Degree in English and Education, and a M
ters Degree in English, Education, and Writing from Longwood University. He has presented at the VATE fall conference both as
student and beginning teacher and was the conference treasurer for the Richmond conference last year. He states: “I believe that
opportunity will allow me to continue working with VATE by bringing new ideas to future conferences, submissions to publications,
as well as to participate in policy and decision making.”

_____Tim Yorke teaches AP Language and Composition and senior English at Heritage High School in Leesburg, VA. He receivel
a B.A. in English Literature from Lycoming College in Williamsport, PA in May 2003. Currently he is pursuing his Master's degree
in Writing from George Mason University and will participate in the Northern Virginia Writing Project this summer at

GMU. Teaching writing is of special interest to Mr. Yorke and he believes that we as teachers need to apprentice writers in the cre
through modeling and coaching.
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Middle School Member at Large Elect (vote for one)

Sarah Tanner Andersonteaches eighth-grade English at Buckingham County Middle School. Over the past two years, she
has been an active participant in VATE conferences. As a presenter in Roanoke at the 2005 conference and the program coordin
for the 2006 conference, she believes that her experience and organizational skills would be a tremendous asset to the VATE boa
furthermore, she feels that her ambition, flexibility, and professionalism will enable her to uphold her duties as a VATE representa-
tive. Sarah obtained both her Bachelor of Arts in English (2002) and her Master of Arts in English, Education, and Writing (2007)
from Longwood University and has worked closely with the President-Elect on the 2008 conference.

Cheryl Hutchinson has been teaching middle school English in Loudoun County for five years. She has served as after-
school club sponsor for the Multi-Cultural Club; directed the International Festival at Seneca Ridge MS; worked with the EXCEL
program that helps "at risk" students to excel in their academics; attended and spoken at VATE conferences, was a middle school
representatives to the LCPS Staff Development Council; organized after-school reading remediation; a member of the Writing Tas
Force and English Curriculum committees and chaired the Benchmark Assessment Committee for all of Loudoun County. Prior to
teaching in Loudoun she taught grades fourth through tenth for four years in private school. She graduated from Andrews Univers
in 1988 and is now finishing her Masters program in Education Leadership. In addition to teaching, she worked in the business
world as a trainer, manager and quality coach from 1992-2002. She has a passion for being a life long learner and assisting other
learning and developing a passion for reading and writing. She was the recipient of the Seneca Ridges MS Classroom Teacher of
year for 2005-2006.

Elementary School Member at Large Elect (vote for one)

Anita Sandra Gill-Anderson is currently working a first grade teacher in Loudoun County at Little River Elementary

School. She is the author of two bookamily ReuniorandRecipes for Good Dinner Conversatj@nd has been featured as a

speaker for civic, governmental, and church organizations. She founded the theatre troupe, "A New Voice," to give young people t
opportunity to become comfortable speaking before an audience. She also has developed and organized the annual clothing drive
"Warm Clothes from Warm Hearts," to provide warm clothing for those in need though out the Metro area. In 2004, She received
the “Ordinary Women Who Have Achieved Extraordinary Deedse Award.” In 2001, she participated in the Fairfax County Public
Library "BookFest" as a featured author and was featurédoma Morning Americaieading an original poem, "Their Time Has

Finally Come," for the unveiling of the "Spirit of Freedom Memorial" which honors the Untied State Colored Troops who served in
the Civil War.

Vice President (vote for one)

Adria Merritt is department chair of the English department at Russell Middle School in Brunswick County and teaches sev:
enth and eighth grades. An outstanding teacher, she is a regular presenter at the James Madison University Content Teaching Ac
emy and has served VATE as a middle school member at large. In addition, she is an Eastern Virginia Writing Project Teacher Co
sultant and a member of the Virginia State Reading Association where she received a Teacher Research Grant. In addition, she is
certified grant specialist and has received a National Endowment for the Humanities grant as well. Recipient of a NASDAQ
(National Foundation for Teaching Entrepreneurship Scholarship, Ms. Merritt has completed an BS in English Education from
Hampton University and is completing an MS in education from Longwood University. She has taught also in Henrico Public
Schools, Greenville County Public Schools, Newport News Public Schools, and was a Humanities Teacher at Dwight Morrow
School of Alternative Learning Styles. She brings to the board a variety of experiences and a willingness to make a difference.

Mail or email your complete ballot by September 15 to:

Hood Frazier, VATE Past President
470 Ohio Ave.
Harrisonburg, VA 22801

fraziech@jmu.edu
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Awards Available to VATE Members:
Deadline is September 1, 2007

HERITAGE AWARD

VATE wishes to honor those teachers who have made important contributions to our field. We are currently accepting
nominations for the Heritage Award. The recipient of this Heritage Award must be a current member of VATE and a
person of color who has made noteworthy contributions to the field within the past three calendar years prior to and in-
cluding the year of nomination. The hominee may be an elementary, middle, secondary or college level educator who
has made significant strides in advancing multicultural awareness. Recommendations and resume must be submitted
the nominator. Send nominations to Janice Suppa-Friedidafigntier@aol.cojnchair of award committee, by Sep-
tember 1, 2007. Mailing Address: 171 Farmview Rd., Stanardsville, Va 22973.

MINORITY DIVERSITY AWARD
Any minority student enrolled in a teacher preparation program in a Virginia college or university and preparing to teac
English Language Arts on either the elementary or secondary level is eligible to apply for this award. One student will |
chosen from eligible candidates and will be recognized at the Fall Conference. The recipient will receive Conference
registration fee, lodging at the Conference hotel, and Conference meals.
Procedures
Candidates must:
x be a member of VATE. (Contact affiliate president or faculty advisor for details on obtaining membership at stu.
dent rates.)
x provide the following information and materials:
1. aresume containing the following -- name, name of VATE affiliate, address, college or university, GPA,
major, list of extracurricular activities, awards, and any other pertinent information,
2. a 100 - 500 word statement from the candidate on what he/she will contribute in the classroom,
two professional recommendations (including candidate's advisor) regarding the candidate's potential a
a teacher.

Candidates must mail information packet to the VCEE Chair. The recipient will be recognized at the luncheon on Satul
day of the Fall Conference and will be asked to give a brief (3 minute) response. The recipient will be invited to attend
and present at the Fall Conference the following year. Conference registration fee and membership dues will be paid
the recipient.

All completed materials should be postmarked by September 1 and sent to current VCEE Chair, Robert Rétams,
ford University, P.O. Box 6935, Radford, VA 24142.

Virginia Center for the Book
invites you to participate in the

National Book Festival

September 29 on the National Mall in Washington, DC.

Representatives will be distributing free resources on Virginia books, reading, and literacy. Teachers, students, and b
lovers are invited to drop in between visits to the Author Pavilions.

Virginia’'s featured book Blood on the River: James Town, 1&@#n by Elisa Carbone; this novel will be included pn a
book list representing novels from each of the 50 states, the district of Columbia, and the US territories.
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Virginia Association of Teachers of English

Application for Membership

Print, complete, and mail thlS form with your $25.00 or $10.00 (student membership) annual dues to
our Executive Secretary, Chuck Miller. You can also join through your local affiliate.

Date New member Renewal

Name

(Circle one)

K-12 English Teacher, Grade K-12 Administrator
College English Teacher VDOE Employee
College Administrator Retired Teacher
Student Other

Parent

Address

Phone Number E-mail
School
Address

Phone Number E-mail

Mail the above with a check to VATE for $25.00 or $10.00 for a student membership to:
Chuck Miller
Executive Secretary—VATE
1417 Birchwood Drive
Crozet, VA 22932
(434) 823-1483
CMillerCrz@adelphia.net
J.T. Henley Middle School
(434) 823-4393
(434) 823-2711 fax
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Corporate Members

Applied Practice_, Ltd. EMC/Paradigm Publishing Pearson Prentice-Hall
3519 Cedar Springs Road, 875 Montreal Way One Lake Street
Suite A St. Paul, MN Upper Saddle River, NJ
Dallas, TX 75219 55102 07458
urb"'jg'fpg;”
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8.7
Apﬂ.ieﬂ Proctice
Urpleh Ciovicuhes * buingraing Tnf Prapovaior

VATE MEMBERS

Take $15 off your next
Applied Practice resource guide purchase!

Use promotion code: VATE3768 with your next online purchase

EMPOWERING TEACHERS
IMPROVING SCORES

Teachers will
strate hlc_]hel

Administrators will
improve lest scores
while empowen
motivated teachegl
to deliver, h

results, .
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Visit us at www.appliedpractice.com fo see a
complete list of available titles!

May be used ler one purchase only Coupon experes 1073107
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Participate in the VATE Lesson Swap
Fall Conference 2007

Are you coming to the Fall Conference? Do you have a great lesson plan idea you want to share? Would you like to r
turn home with some great lesson plans?

Then plan to participate in the Lesson Plan Exchange. It is easy to participate. Simply type up your lesson plan in the
format shown below in Microsoft Word and email itetoolbush@gind.k12.va.&s an attachment. Once at the confer-

ence, you will receive a CD of all the lesson plans in an easy-to-use format. No papers to carry home. No stacks to s
through. One CD that you can use to search for lesson plans that you will use. What a great concept! Don’'t miss out

Submit your lesson plan t8eptember 280 be included in the Exchange. Only those submitting a lesson plan will re-
ceive the CD. CDs will be included in registration packets.

VATE Lesson Swap

Title of Lesson

Teacher’'s Name

School

Grade Level(s)

SOL(s) Addressed

Primary Objective(s)

Materials

Focus and Review

Activities/Procedures

Assessment
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Teaching Ourselves to Question

For What Future Are We Preparing Our Students?
Carrie Perry, VATE President

Just recently, | read a book that began with this quoteAmericans (in general) are so rich, we can actually afford
“The truth is, a great mind must be androgy-all these material goods, plus many others that we would
nous.” (Coleridge) I really like that concept, but it makesnever have considered forty years ago (home theater sys-
me feel a bit guilty; | don’t know that I've done best job tems, doggy daycare, 100s of pairs of shoes).
helping my students use BOTH sides of their brains.
Additionally, we outsource many left-brain jobs to other
Premise countries. (Anyone who has called computer support and
Daniel Pink, in his booldA Whole New Mind: Why Right- talked to someone at a desk in India knows that.) We also
Brainers Will Rule the FuturéPenguin, 2006), begins outsource many left-brain jobs to computers. We moved
with this concept: from an Agriculture Age (1700s) to an Industrial Age
(1800s) to an Information Age (1900s) and are now enter-
“For nearly a century, Western society in general, ing a Conceptual Age (2000s), which focuses on artistic
and American society in particular, has been domi- and emotional beauty, patterns, narrative, and invention.
nated by a form of thinking and approach to life that
is narrowly reductive and deeply analyti- Implications
cal....Thanks to an array of forces — material abun- Pink suggests that this new Conceptual Age will reward
dance...globalization...and powerful technologies...— the following six “senses”: design, story, symphony, em-
we are entering a new age. It is an age animated by pathy, play, and meaning.
a different form of thinking and a new approach to
life — one that prizes aptitudes that | call ‘high con- DESIGN — a combination of utility and significance, is the
cept’ and ‘high touch.” High concept involves the human desire to shape our environment to serve our needs
capacity to detect patterns and opportunities, to cre- and give meaning to our lives.
ate artistic and emotional beauty, to craft a satisfying STORY - the fundamental instrument of thought. Even
narrative, and to combine seemingly unrelated ideas children and cavemen understand stories!
into something new. High touch involves the ability SYMPHONY - the ability to put together all the pieces, to
to empathize with others, to understand the subtle- synthesize, see relationships, detect broad patterns, invent
ties of human interaction, to find joy in one’s self new things out of two existing elements.
and to elicit it in others, and to stretch beyond the EMPATHY - the ability to imagine yourself in someone
quotidian in pursuit of purpose and meaning.” (2-3)  else’s position, to intuit what another is feeling, to see with
another’s eyes, to feel with another’s heart.
Some History (or, How We Got Here) PLAY — not just the ability to fun, play is also the ability
Remember the 50s, 60s, and 70s? The message schdolsict, be deliberate, be joyful, and be dedicated.
and parents sent to students was, “Study hard, do well MEANING - the concept that the fundamental purpose of
your tests, go to college, and get a good job.” The PSAThuman existence is to pursue meaning, which is even more
SAT, GMAT, LSAT, and MCAT measure logic and liberated when all of the other human needs are met
analysis; they reward those who can identify one corredMaslow’s Hierarchy).
answer. This meant success for many and also led to the
world of abundance we have today. But it also narrowe@onclusion

what we think of as intelligence. This issue’s question: Are you preparing your students for
their future or for the world that you anticipated when you
Evidence (or What We Have Today) were growing up? Despite NCLB, it's not just about tests

We live in an age of abundance. Three to four decadesymore. We have a responsibility to help our students do
ago, people didn't shop in mega-malls and superstoremore. Even if you don't agree with Pink’s hypotheses,
Average people didn't have hundreds of choices foread his book. It'll at least make you think twice about
socks, lipstick, shampoo, dog food, chips; yet now we dowhat we teachers do and how we do it!
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Call for News Items!

If you have any news items that you would like to share with fellow
English/language arts teachers, please send them to
Yvonne.Maisel@loudoun.k12.va.us




