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GENERAL INFORMATION

Registration
Registration will be held in the Foyer, from 8:30 to 4:00 on Friday, and from 8:00 to 
1:00 on Saturday.  Conference participants are asked to wear their name badges to all 
conference functions, including the exhibit areas.

Chairs/Recorders
If you are scheduled to serve as a chair/recorder, you should have information in your 
registration packet.  Please contact a conference committee member if you cannot serve 
in that capacity.  There will be a box at the registration desk for completed forms.  
Thank you for helping VATE and our presenters.

Exhibits
Exhibits are located all along the main foyer in front of the Grand Ballroom. Exhibits will 
be open from 9:00 to 5:00 on Friday and 9:00 to 4:00 on Saturday.

Hospitality Room
The Hospitality Room is available to workshop presenters, keynote speakers, vendors, 
and VATE conference committee members and board members.  It will be open from 
10:00 to 4:30 on Friday, 10:00 to 5:00 on Saturday, in room 802.
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Publishers/Exhibitors

Be sure to stop by the exhibitor displays in the main hallway in front of the Grand 
Ballroom Friday from 9:00am until 5:15 and Saturday from 9:00am until 4:00. Special 

Events with the exhibitors include the following:

“Refreshments with the Vendors” Friday afternoon from 2:55-3:15
“Continental Breakfast with the Publishers” Saturday morning from 10:15-10:45 

Curriculum Associates
Perfection Learning

McDougal Littell
AMSCO

Pearson Prentice Hall
Scholastic

Holt Rinehart and Winston
Applied Practice

Great Source
Comprehension Publishing

PermaBound
Pearson Globe

Teachers’ Apple
Student Paths

VA PBS Teacher Line
VA Committee for the Arts 

VSRA

Continued Thanks to Our Corporate Sponsors



Virginia Association of Teachers Of English            38th Annual Conference

Sharing Inspiration in a Time of Standardization 4

THANKS TO OUR SUPPORTERS!

We would never be able to offer the quality events and speakers we 
do without the generosity of the following organizations and 

businesses. On behalf of the entire membership, the VATE Board 
would like to thank them for their support and urge you all to think 

of them when you select your teaching materials.

Door Prizes and Other Donations
Perma-Bound Books   6 books

Virginia Commission for the Arts
Scholastic  Classroom library set of books

Great Source Education Group   $250 of Great Source materials
Comprehensive Publishing   books

Amsco School Publishing
Perfection Learning
Pearson AGS Globe

Virginia's PBS TeacherLine   free Virginia's PBS TeacherLine course
Holt, Rinehart, and Winston   book bag
Curriculum Associates   $100 gift card

McDougal Littell  books
Pearson Prentice Hall

Teacher's Apple   $25 gift card
Student Paths

Applied Practices, Ltd.   SOL Resource Guide

Other Supporters
Cynthia Leteich Smith

Mary Kay
Target 
Bam

Macaroni Grill 
Regal 

Pizzeria Uno 
Mimi’s Café
Red Robin

Tropical Smoothie



Virginia Association of Teachers Of English            38th Annual Conference

Sharing Inspiration in a Time of Standardization 5

VATE Presidential Welcome

NCTE WELCOME

Dear Virginia Association of Teachers of English:

I send you greetings from the National Council of Teachers of English to you and all those joining you at your 
conference October 19-21, 2007!

The commitment to teaching and learning you demonstrate by offering this professional development opportunity 
is noteworthy. Ongoing professional development for teachers is key to our mutual goal of improving the teaching ands 
learning of the English language arts at all grade levels. Such opportunities as this conference provide ways for teachers 
to continue their own learning in order to better support the learning of their students.  Research shows that all students 
can achieve at high levels when they are taught by teachers who are continuing learners, when they attend schools that 
are safe and supportive, and when the adults in their lives – especially their teachers – care and believe in them.

As the only nationwide professional organization of English and language arts teachers, NCTE works to make the 
teaching of English and language arts more rewarding and more effective for all by publishing books, journals, and 
position statements; providing professional meetings; and providing special assistance to individuals and schools in 
responding to legislative and censorship challenges. I invite your membership in this important organization.

NCTE celebrates the efforts of the Virginia Association of Teachers of English in making this conference possible 
and each participant’s contribution to the development of this profession.

Sincerely,
Millie Davis
NCTE Division Director, Communications & Affiliate Services
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VATE CONFERENCE 2007 COMMITTEE MEMBERS

LOCAL ARRANGEMENTS COMMITTEE
Carrie Perry, Chair

Dave Arbogast, Exhibit 
Chair

Freyja Bergthorson
Beth Bryden
Chris Cuozzo
Kirk Dolson

Peggy Gearhart
Cheryl Hutchinson

Marsha Kauffman
Lisa Kenny, Registration 

Chair
Yvonne Maisel-Boes

Christine Payne
Sara Symons

Cindy Underhill
Stephanie Weeks

Allyson White, Book seller

Chris Woods, Program Chair
Sarah Tanner-Anderson, Program Co-Chair

Liz Kuhns, Jennifer Abbott, Deb Cross, Lesson Swap

Special thanks to LCPS for
Bus and van service

Printing
A-V Equipment

___________________________________________

2007 VATE EXECUTIVE BOARD OFFICERS

President - Carrie Perry
President-Elect - Chris Woods

Vice President - Sandra Whittaker
Past President - Chapman Hood Frazier

Executive Secretary - Chuck Miller
Secretary - Jewel Page

Treasurer - Leila Christenbury
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CONFERENCE EVENTS

Refreshments with the Exhibitors from 2:55 to 3:15, Friday in the Banquet Room.

Opening Session!! Literary activist E. Ethelbert Miller will kick off our 2007 conference with his 
inspiring words at 5:15. The VATE House Band will perform from 6:15 until ???

Breakfast with the Publishers from 10:15 to 10:45 on Saturday in front of the Grand Ballroom. 

Saturday Luncheon from 12:00 until 2:00 in the Grand Ballroom. Pre-registration required. Award-
winning fiction and non-fiction writer Marina Budhos will discuss the teenage immigrant experience 
as well as her novel Ask Me No Questions. 

Saturday Banquet from 6:30 until 9:30 in the Grand Ballroom. Pre-registration is required. Keynote 
speaker Kwame Alexander will present his acclaimed program Do the Write Thing: Inspiration and 
Hope Through Literature as well read from his latest book of young adult poetry Crush. 

Sunday Brunch from 9 until 11 in the Grand Ballroom. Pre-registration required. Virginia’s Poet 
Laureate Carolyn Kreiter-Foronda will present on the art of poetry within the classroom. Her love of 
poetry and teaching is contagious! 

OTHER MEETINGS

VELAS VA English/Language Arts Supervisors meeting, Friday, 9-12:10 White Hall
CNU-VATE Developing student affiliates, Friday, 1:30-2:45, Morven Park
VATE Executive Board Meeting Friday, 1:30-2:45, 3:25-4:15, White Hall

VADE Multi-cultural Education session Saturday, 9-10:15, Morven Park
VCEE Session Saturday, 2-2:50, 3:05-3:55, White Hall
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CONFERENCE 2007 
KEYNOTE SPEAKERS

Friday Night Opening Speaker: E. Ethelbert Miller

E. Ethelbert Miller is a literary activist. He is the board chairperson of the Institute 
for Policy Studies (IPS). He is a board member of The Writer's Center and editor 

(with Jody Bolz) of Poet Lore magazine. Since 1974 he has been the director of the 
African American Resource Center at Howard University. Mr. Miller is the former 
chair of the Humanities Council of Washington, D.C. and a former core faculty 

member of the Bennington Writing Seminars at Bennington College.

Saturday Luncheon Speaker: Marina Budhos

Marina Budhos is an author of award-winning fiction and nonfiction for adults and 
young adults. She has published two adult novels, The Professor of Light (Putnam, 
1999), House of Waiting (Global City Press, 1995) and a nonfiction book, Remix: 

Conversations with Immigrant Teenagers (Henry Holt, 1999). Her first young adult 
novel, Ask Me No Questions (Simon & Schuster, 2006) was named an ALA Best 

Book for Young Adults and a Notable Book.

Saturday Banquet Speaker: Kwame Alexander

Kwame Alexander, poet and producer, has delivered awe-inspiring keynote 
speeches and publishing workshops, and performed his cutting- edge brand of poetry 
to audiences throughout the country and abroad. Dubbed a "phenom" in the poetry 
world by The Charleston (SC) City Paper, Alexander has written for television, and 

authored nine books including the best-selling Do The Write Thing: 7 Steps to 
Publishing Success, Dancing Naked on the Floor: Poems and Essays, Tough Love: 
The Life and Death of Tupac Shakur, and most recently a young adult title,  Crush: 

Love Poems .

Sunday Brunch Speaker: Carolyn Kreiter-Foronda

Dr. Carolyn Kreiter- Foronda is Virginia’s current Poet Laureate. She is also a painter, 
sculptor, and educator. She graduated with a B.A. in English in 1969 from Mary 

Washington College (presently, The University of Mary Washington), where she was 
a member of Mortar Board and President of the Student Education Association. She 

holds a Master of Arts, a Master in Education, and Ph.D. degrees from George 
Mason University, where she received the first doctorate presented by the school. At 
the doctoral level, she received an Outstanding Scholarship and Service Award and 

a Virginia Educational Research Award for her dissertation (Gath ering Light: A Poet’s 
Approach to Poetry Analysis). In 2007, she was named Alumna of the Year by both 

UMW and GMU.
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SPECIAL EVENTS
Elementary Writer’s Workshop – Friday, October 19 “From ABC to Writing Fluently”

Middle School Mosaic--Friday, October 19 “Sharing Inspiration: Virginia YA Writers 
Discuss Their Work” (A session designed with the middle level teacher in mind, but all 
are welcome!) All writers will read from their work, allow a time for questions and 
answers, and be available for book signings.

9:00 a.m. Robert Marston Fanney, Author of Luthiel’s Song
10:00 a.m. Julie Swanson, Author of Going for the Record
11:00 a.m. L.M. Elliot, Author of Give Me Liberty

“No Need to W.A.I.T for a Field Trip: Using Technology to Expose Studetns to 
the Fine Arts” special session from the Art Museum of Western Virginia, 
Friday 10:10-12:10

Encyclopedia Virginia New! From the Virginia Foundation of the Humanities
Friday 1:30-2:45

2007 Honors and Awards 

Election Results for the New 2008 Officers!
Welcome!!

Vice President: 
Adria Merritt, Russell Middle School 

College Member At Large 
Gena Southall, Longwood University 

High School Member 
Brent Fleisher, Powhattan HS 

Middle School Member 
Sarah Anderson, Buckingham Middle School 

Elementary Member 
Anita Gill-Anderson
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2007 Honors and Awards continued

Francis N. Wimer Award
Jan Suppa-Friedman

The prestigious Frances N. Wimer Award for distinguished service to VATE and support for the 
teaching of English language arts throughout the commonwealth goes to Janice Suppa-

Friedman, past two-term President of VATE and executive board member since 1992. The 
award, one of VATE’s highest honors, is given only to members who have dedicated their lives to 

the teaching of English language arts and demonstrated through their ongoing service to VATE 
the ideals of selflessness and vision vital to the organization. Jan is one of the few leaders to 

meet such high standards. She has served in a variety of capacities including: Two Term 
President, President Elect, Vice President, the VATE Liaison to the National Council of Teachers of 

English, State Coordinator for the Achievement in Writing Awards from 1995-2001, has 
published regularly in the Virginia English Bulletin as well as The Needles Eye, and been 

Secondary Member At Large. As President, she hosted one of VATE’s most successful state 
conferences ever in Fredericksburg, VA and has been a mentor for many of the officers who 
have followed in her footsteps. In addition, she continually hosts the spring executive board 
retreat and actively works in the schools as a mentor, teacher, and presenter. Her history of 

service, her ongoing generosity and her commitment to our profession, illustrate her dedication 
to our mission to support English teaching throughout the commonwealth.

VEB WRITING AWARDS
Best Article written by a classroom teacher - Leslie Fravel , Baldwin Elementary School, 
Manassas, Virginia, for her article "The Role of Talk in the Refinement of Writing: 
Positive Effects That Accrue to Both Native Speakers and English Language Learners."  

Best Teaching Idea written by a classroom teacher - Darren Ralston , Stuarts Draft 
High School, Augusta County, Virginia, for his article "Digital Composition: Expanding 
Expository and Creative Narrative Through Multimedia."

MEADE AWARD WINNERS
The Richard A. Meade Student Teaching Scholarship - Melissa Sobanko, Roanoke 
College and Casey Brigman, CNU
This scholarship, established to honor the late Dr. Meade, a professor of English 
education at UVA from 1934-1982, rewards the efforts of a highly capable student 
entering teaching. 
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Hotel Main – check hotel signage varies slightly! (: 

Meal ideas inside the hotel!
Chantilly’s Restaurant
O’Malley’s Irish Pub

Pizza Hut Express – all in the hotel!!

Holiday Inn Dulles
Meeting and Banquet

Facilities Map



Virginia Association of Teachers Of English            38th Annual Conference

Sharing Inspiration in a Time of Standardization 12

Friday, October 19, 2007 Schedule

Time Room 1
Internet
TV/VCR

Room 2

MS Mosaic

Room 3
Internet

Room 5
Internet
TV/VCR

Morven Park White Hall

9-9:50 Robert 
Fanney
author of 
Luthiel’s Song

MS

Affiliates 
Discuss!
-Suskind

Open

It’s 
Showtime –
Lessons to 
Invigorate 
Writers
-Schumin 
(CVWP)

MS

Conversations 
in Content 
Reader’s 
Theater
-Stewart 
(NWP)

MS HS

10:10-
11:00

Julie 
Swanson
Auhor of 
Going for the 
Record

MS

Bodystorming
A Creative 
(SOL-
Warranted) 
Writing 
Strategy
-Azano 
(CVWP)

ES MS HS

One More 
Time w/ 
Feeling: The 
Comic Book 
Project
-D. Woods, 
Williams
ES-HS COL

11:20-
12:10

Writer’s 
Workshop

“From ABC 
to Writing 
Fluently”

(2 90-minute 
sessions with 
break)
-Mabry, 
Demchak 
(CVWP)

ES

LM Elliot
Author of 
Give Me 
Liberty, Annie 
Between the 
States
MS

“Show, 
Don’t Tell” 
Inferential 
Thinking to 
Write
-Ruday
MS HS 

“No Need to 
W.A.I.T. for 
a Field Trip: 
Using 
Technology 
to Expose 
Students to 
the Fine 
Arts”
-Crawford
(Art Museum 
of Western 
Virginia)

MS HS COL

Hanging 
Woods A 
New YA novel 
for males
-Sanders

MS HS COL

VELAS
-Simons

12:10-
1:30

Lunch on your own! See the program for ideas!

1:30-
2:45

Prove It!
-Pierce

ES MS 

Honoring 
Community:
Positive 
Parent
Involvement
-Kauer
MS HS ADM

Real 
Activities for 
21 st  Century
-Nixon

MS

Encyclopedia 
Virginia
New from the 
VFH
-Gibson

ES MS HS 

CNU-VATE
Developing 
Student 
Affiliates
-Mulligan

COL

VATE 
Exec. Board
Meeting

2:55-
3:15

Refreshments with the Exhibitors!
Banquet Room

3:25-
4:15

Success 
Tracker
-Gordon 
(Pearson)

MS HS

Supporting 
the SOLs with 
Texts
-Gribbin

MS HS 

Reading 
Intervention 
Is Not
Remediation
-Gilbert 
(Voyager)
ES MS HS

Lexiles & 
High Stakes 
Testing
-Williams 
(Voyager)

ES MS HS 

Gifted Ed. A 
Model for 
ALL 
Learners
-Suskind

ES COL

VATE 
Exec. Board 
Meeting
(continued)

4:25-
5:15

VADE Reception for all conference attendees
Banquet Room

5:15-
6:15

Conference Opening Session 
E. Ethelbert Miller – Poems & Words from a 
Literary Activist
Banquet Room

6:15-??? Entertainment by the VATE House Band 
Courtyard (weather permitting)

Plan to enjoy these events and avoid
the heavy rush hour traffic.  

Head out for dinner and shopping 
after  you hear the band.
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Saturday, October 20, 2007 Schedule

Time Room 1
Internet
TV/VCR

Room 2 Room 3
Internet

Room 5
Internet
TV/VCR

Morven Park White Hall

9-10:15
Beyond the 
Text!
-Merritt, 
Walker

ES MS HS 

“Do We 
Really Have
to Write 
Today?”
-O’Ryon 
(NVWP)

MS HS

Post-
modernism 
& YA  Novel: 
John 
Marsden
-Moore

MS HS COL

Critical 
Thinking to 
Support 
Critical 
Reading 
-Suppa-
Friedman
MS HS

Culture, 
Identity & 
Text - VADE
-Frazier,
Carrington

ES MS HS 
COL

Vigorous, 
Vital, and 
Vibrant 
Vocabulary
- Danylcheck

ES 
10:15-10:45    Breakfast w/ Publishers –  Enjoy breakfast while you browse the latest from our           
publishers! 

10:45-
12

Seeing to 
Write: 
Visual 
Rhetoric in 
the
Classroom
-Bailey 
(CVWP)

MS HS

Working Out 
with 
READING 
Power 
Workout
-Lively, 
Weatherford

MS HS

Real 
Reasons to 
Write: 
Working 
w/Authentic 
Tools & 
Audiences 
-Kajder
MS HS COL 
ADM

Teaching 
Writing and 
Literacy 
with Art… 
Lyrics of 
Rock & Roll
-Goble, 
Trackman

MS HS

Out Far & In 
Deep: 
Poetry, 
Cookies, & 
the Space 
Between the 
Lines
-Vannorsdall

MS HS COL

Picking 
Apart A 
Modest 
Proposal: 
Satire As 
Argument
-Mears

MS HS COL
12- 2:00           Luncheon with Marina Budhos Ask Me No Questions:  The Teenage Immigrant 

Experience 
Banquet Room                      

2-2:50
Igniting 
Literacy 
Through 
History!
-Kuhns, 
Abbott, 
Cross

MS HS

Teaching 
Literacy with 
Award 
Winning 
Books for 
Children & YA
-Kiah

ES MS HS 

Revolutionary 
Literacy
-Ralston 
(CVWP)

ES MS HS 
COL ADM 

Pre and Post 
Reading 
Strategies to 
Promote 
Better 
Understandi
ng of Text
-Miller, VATE 
board
ES, MS, HS

Poetry Book 
Interest 
Meeting
-Hood Frazier

Open

VCEE
Session
-R. Williams

COL
3:05-
3:55

“Possessing 
the Parts of 
Speech”
-Bond, Mizell

MS HS

Student 
Paths – Life 
After High 
School
-Ana Meyer
(Student 
Paths)
HS COL 
ADM

Transitioning 
the Struggling
Reader – D.I. 
vs. Trad. Ed.
-Tanner-
Anderson
MS HS

Perceived 
Leadership 
Styles of 
Principals 
and Teacher 
Retention
-Hamilton
ES MS HS 
COL ADM

VCEE
Meeting
continued
-R. Williams

COL

4:10-5

Progoff 
Workshop

Based on Ira 
Progoff’s 
Intensive 
Journal 
program on 
personal 
journaling
-Kryston 
(NVWP)

ES MS HS 
COL ADM

Teaching 
Beginning 
ELLs with 
Literature
-Lado

ES MS

Inspiring 
Learning w/ 
Digital 
Primary 
Sources

-Lederle-
Ensign,Petri
MS HS ADM

Teaching 
Writing 
through the 
Lens of the 
College 
Essay
-Beach, 
Zeimet
HS

Systematic 
Research 
-Kempt

MS HS

Turning 
Writing 
Folders Into 
Portfolios
-Harris 
(NVWP)

ES MS HS 
COL ADM

6:30-
9:30       

Saturday Evening Banquet with Kwame Alexander – Do The Write Thing: Inspiration 
and Hope Through Literature
Banquet Room
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Sunday, October 21, 2007 Schedule

9- 11              Sunday Brunch with Carolyn Kreiter-Foronda – The Art of Poetry in the Classroom
and the closing of our Fall Conference 2007 
Banquet Room

Detailed Descriptions of Sessions

Friday Sessions from 9:00-9:50

Room 1 (from 9:00-12:10)
From ABC to Writing Fluently 
As primary teachers, how do we move our students from learning the alphabet to writing fluently? Writer's 
Workshop incorporates research-based, developmentally-appropriate instructional practices that teach 
primary students to write. Teachers experience Writer's Workshop for themselves as they learn about the 
different components of Writer's Workshop, including mini-lessons, writing/conference time, publishing, 
and sharing.  
Elizabeth Mabry , Amherst County Public Schools in Central Virginia, Central Virginia Writing Project
Alisha Demchak,  Charlottesville City Schools, Central Virginia Writing Project

Room 2 
Middle School Mosaic - Robert Marston Fanney – author of Luthiel’s Song

Room 3 
Affiliates Discuss
In this session, join VATE board and general members to discuss the establishing, fostering, and 
maintaining of VATE affiliates.
Dorothy Suskind, Assistant Professor of Education at the University of Mary Washington in 
Fredericksburg, Virginia

Room 5 
It's Showtime
Find out how to begin your school year by building a community of writers and motivate your students to 
write with energy. Lessons including ideas from Nancie Atwell will be included. Teachers will be discover 
what research has shown to motivate students and be shown engaging writing lessons. 
Jane Schumin, Stuarts Draft Middle School

Morven Park
Conversations in Content
Utilizing best practices, attendants will be instructed on how to successfully implement scripting as a 
means of meeting SOL objectives across the curriculum.   Lynn Stewart , Parry McCluer Middle School, in 
Buena Vista, Central Virginia Writing Project

White Hall
VELAS with Liz Simons

Friday Sessions from 10:10-11:00 

Room 1  
Writer’s Workshop continued from 9:00 
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Room 2 
Middle School Mosaic – Julie Swanson – author of Going for the Record

Room 3 
Bodystorming: A Creative (SOL-Warranted) Writing Strategy
Participants will learn concept of "bodystorming" and how it can assist in the teaching of personal 
narrative. I will provide an overview of bodystorming with examples of student work. Participants will have 
an opportunity to engage in the activity. This alternative writing strategy can help to create a community 
of writers by capitalizing on multiple intelligences, specifically kinesthetic and visual learners. 
Amy Azano,  James River High School in Chesterfield County, Co-Director of the Central Virginia Writing 
Project.

Room 5
No Need to W.A.I.T. for a Field Trip: Using Technology to Expose Students to the Fine Arts and 
to Develop Writing Skills
Teachers will be exposed to the Web-based Art Interactive Tool, or WAIT, designed by B. Scott Crawford 
and the Art Museum of Western Virginia and developed by Virginia Tech. WAIT allows teachers to use a 
unique web-based tool with their students as they teach them expository writing. Students can actually 
publish their interpretations of works of art on-line as they examine and interpret different sections of a 
work of art and then save their work, resulting in the student receiving a unique URL.   
B. Scott Crawford,  Nationally Board Certified Teacher (History), Director of Education for the Art 
Museum of Western Virginia

Morven Park
One More Time With Feeling: The Comic Book Project and Reclaiming Authentic Voice 
In an effort to tap into students’ prior knowledge and celebrate their authentic voices we will introduce the 
Comic Book Project as developed by the Teachers College at Columbia University. For our presentation 
attendees will engage in a mini comic book project of their own. In small groups they will choose a topic to 
address, create a storyline, characters, and general layout all moving toward there own creation of the 
first four panels of their Comic Book. The presentation will include examples from our own students as 
well as those found on the Comic Book Project web site.
Daniel R. Woods, Virginia Tech. 
William Williams, Concord University
Angela Williams, Montgomery County Public Schools

White Hall
VELAS continued from 9:00

Friday Sessions 11:20-12:10 

Room 1 Writer’s Workshop continued from 9:00

Room 2 Middle School Mosaic – L.M. Elliot – author of Give Me Liberty, Annie Between the 
States and Under a War-Torn Sky

Room 3
“Show Don’t Tell” Inferential Thinking While Strengthening Student Writing
Are you interested in helping your students improve their inferential thinking skills and their abilities to 
write clear and detailed character descriptions? In this session, we will examine these issues. Participants 
will leave with classroom-ready ideas about how to enable their students, and examples of student work 
related to the reading and writing strategies discussed in the session. 
Sean Ruday, Ph.D. student in English Education at the University of Virginia, published in Virginia English 
Bulletin

Room 5 “No Need to W.A.I.T….” continued from 10:10

Morven Park
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Discussion of New Y/A Novel The Hanging Woods
Narrative Description of Session: To think about and discuss the importance of edgy, hard-hitting 
literature for adolescents--especially for the male. Get an advanced preview of The Hanging Woods 
(Houghton Mifflin-April 2008). The author will read from the novel, discuss the lack of cutting edge 
literature for the adolescent male, and talk about how he dropped out of Corporate America to pursue a 
career in writing. 
Scott Loring Sanders, Houghton Mifflin bought his second novel, which is slated for publication in the 
spring of 2009

White Hall
VELAS continued from 9:00

Friday Sessions from 1:30-2:45 (75 minute sessions)

Room 1 
Prove It
Session participants will receive instruction for completing the Prove It! strategy and will practice the 
technique using a reading passage. Red pens and yellow highlighters will be provided to emulate the 
online SOL tests. Additional instruction for using the Prove It! strategy with textbooks will be presented. 
Rebecca Pierce, Reading and Math Lead Teacher at Forest Middle School in Bedford County

Room 2
Honoring Community, Enriching Our Classrooms: Positive Parent Involvement 
Did you know there are even national standards for parental involvement? This workshop is designed to 
give ideas for mobilizing community resources and dealing positively with parents in English classrooms. 
Participants will share ideas and thoughts about the challenges and advantages to strong parental 
interaction at all levels of English/Language Arts classrooms. Session will also include some thoughts on 
dealing positively with parents who might have concerns about what we choose to teach. 
Suzanne Kauer , Radford University 

Room 3 
Real Activities to Motivate Students and Prepare them for the 21st Century
Looking for a mixture of great activities that motivate students and get them interested in their learning? 
Are you interested in finding activities that incorporate 21st Century Skills? Come get a plethora of 

lessons and activities that incorporate 21st Century themes in the Language Arts Classroom. Handouts, 
resources for 21st Century Skills, and examples of VGLA notebooks will be available.
Emily Nixon  Brookland Middle School in Henrico County

Room 5 
Encyclopedia Virginia 
New from the Virginia Foundation for the Humanities… By including multiple perspectives on a wide range 
of topics, EV will tell the story of Virginia as a dialogue in order to present the fullest picture possible. EV
will not only reflect Virginia’s past and present, but it will also serve as an innovative learning resource 
that promotes a greater understanding of Virginia and Virginians for the future. 
Matt Gibson, managing editor, Encyclopedia Virginia

Morven Park
Developing Student Affiliates
In 1999, Christopher Newport University formed a student affiliate of VATE. Since then, the affiliate has 
been active with members holding workshops, celebrations, fund raisers, supply drives for elementary 
schools, and trips to the annual VATE conference. During the first half of this session, members of CNU-
VATE, both past and present, along with CNU-VATE faculty advisors, will briefly discuss how the student 
affiliate was formed. During the second half, students from across the state and faculty advisors from 
across the state will discuss the possibility of forming a state-wide student affiliate. 
Roark Mulligan,  former president of VATE, faculty advisor to CNU-VATE, associate professor at CNU 
Imogene Bunch , former president of CNU-VATE, current faculty advisor to CNU-VATE, Instructor at CNU 
Melissa Baird , graduate of CNU, past president of CNU-VATE, winner of the Richard Meade scholarship, 
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first-year teacher at Woodside High School in Newport News. 
Megan Gehlsen,  CNU graduate and former vice president of CNU-VATE 
Casey Brigman,  CNU graduate student and secretary/treasurer of CNU-VATE 
Erika Whitten,  CNU graduate student and future officer of CNU-VATE 
Christina Ruliffson,  CNU graduate student and future officer of CNU-VATE 
Laura Eley , CNU graduate student, and future officer in CNU-VATE

White Hall
VATE Executive Board Meeting from 1:30-2:45 continued from 3:25-4:15
Carrie Perry, VATE President

Friday Sessions from 3:25-4:15

Room 1
Success Tracker: A Painless Approach to Standards Success
In this session, attendees will learn about Prentice Hall's "Success Tracker" to benchmark students’ 
success of standards. The program then immediately assigns remediation for any standards the students 
are not successful at. Students can complete the assignments and retest, and teachers can track their 
completion of standards. 
Andrea Gordon , Prentice Hall consultant

Room 2
Supporting the SOL's
Although beginning teachers are unlikely to be asked to make decisions on textbook selection, this 
exercise forces them to examine books in terms of their ability to support a teaching agenda. The basic 
question is forthright: "Could a beginning teacher use this series to meet the content requirements of the 
SOL's for a particular year of middle or secondary English? 
William Gribbin , Dean in the School of Communication, Liberty University

Room 3
Reading Intervention Is Not Remediation 
This session will focus o how teachers can first identify struggling readers then intervene by providing 
scientifically based reading instruction with the appropriate instructional strategies to be successful grade 
level readers.
Carol Gilbert, Educational Consultant for Voyager Expanded Learning

Room 5
Lexiles and High-Stakes Testing: Readers Make Sense out of Text 
Work with online databases that can be used in many content-area classes and state assessments. 
Improve reading skills by matching readers to appropriate texts. The formula for reading could be stated 
as text plus reader equals meaning. The Lexile Framework for Reading was developed to provide 
educators with a tool to do just that--match readers to text. We must realistically prepare our students for 
their post-secondary lives. Attendants will go to www.lexile.com  to find the lexile level of a text. 
Shauna Williams,  Corporate Director of Business Development at Voyager Expanded Learning

Morven Park
Gifted Education: A Model of ALL Learners
I have taught countless children: some loud, others timid, many boisterous, but ALL gifted. So, what do 
we mean when we talk about Gifted Education in today’s schools and what is that definitions (in practice) 
applicability to the regular classroom? In this session we will discuss approaches to instruction, generally 
reserved for "gifted learners," (focus on diversity, self-pacing, independent project learning, and self-
evaluation) and explore their potential to uplift ALL students in ALL classrooms. 
Dorothy Suskind,  Assistant Professor of Education at the University of Mary Washington in 
Fredericksburg, Virginia

White Hall
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VATE Executive Board Meeting continued from 1:30-2:45

Saturday Sessions from 9:00-10:15

Room 1 
Beyond the Text!
This is a hands-on, interactive workshop. The presenters model the use of magazines, movies, music, and 
the Internet to build bridges for students' academic knowledge and skills. 
Adria F. Merritt , department chair, English teacher at Russell Middle School in Lawrenceville, VA
Ade' Walker , English teacher at Russell Middle School in Lawrenceville, VA

Room 2 
Do We Really Have to Write Today? Motivating the UnMotivated Student
How do we help our struggling writers and those who 'hate to write'? How can we unlock creative 
potential? This presentation is filled with techniques and strategies to help turn students onto writing. 
Ellen O’Ryon,  Woodson Center alternative high school for Emotional Disabled students, Northern Virginia 
Writing Project

Room 3
Postmodernism and Young Adult Literature: Teaching John Marsden's Out of Time and Other 
Texts
What makes a young adult novel postmodern? How do we teach such a novel? How does teaching 
postmodern texts help students answer fundamental questions about the world? Their identity? In this 
session, participants will discuss postmodernism as a cultural movement and its implications for teaching 
young adult literature; in the workshop they will work with passages from postmodern texts, identify 
postmodern themes, and consider strategies for teaching postmodern fiction with examples drawn 
primarily from John Marsden's Out of Time. 
John Noell Moore,  Dorman Family Distinguished Professor of Education at his Alma Mater, The College of 
William and Mary, author of Interpreting Young Adult Literature: Literary Theory in the Secondary 
Classroom

Room 5
Using Critical Thinking to Support Critical Reading 
Participants will examine criteria for critical thinking and reading using purpose, questions, information, 
concepts, assumptions, inferences, point of view, and implications. Participants will practice using the 
criteria with sample literary pieces.  Teachers will share how this criteria applies to the works they will 
be/are teaching.  
Jan Suppa-Friedman, 30+ year veteran teacher formerly with Prince William County Schools, an 
educational consultant to present at workshops. institutes and conferences, NCTE Liaison for VATE, VATE 
board member for almost two decades.

Morven Park
Culture, Identity and Text
This interactive workshop will encourage participants to imaginatively re-envision a page of selected text 
to reflect both a personal and cultural message. Participants will discuss their creations and possible 
classroom applications. Participants will select a representative page of text, create a message that 
identifies something about the participant, and using a variety of art media, re-envision the text to convey 
both a personal and cultural message about the self. 
Chapman Hood Frazier, Professor of Middle and Secondary Education at James Madison University
Deborah Carrington, Associate Professor of Education at James Madison University the Dept. of Early, 
Elementary and Reading Education

White Hall 
Vigorous, Vital, Vibrant Vocabulary
What should effective and engaging vocabulary instruction look like to ensure all students have the 
necessary tools to communicate effectively and comprehend text? This session will review the research 
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conclusions of Dr. Isabel Beck, Dr. Margaret McKeown, and Dr. Elfrieda Hiebert regarding vocabulary 
development in the elementary grades. 
Rebecca Danylchak, Reading Specialist for Scholastic Education

Saturday Sessions from 10:45-12:00

Room 1
Seeing to Write: Visual Rhetoric in the Classroom 
Typically, we read, write, then create a visual representation of what we've "learned." Students who are 
unsuccessful in writing typically struggle with both the writing and the visual end product. In this 
approach, students visually represent their analysis of text before they write. A great way to open doors 
for various learning styles by kinesthetically interacting with the text. 
Mary R. Bailey , Campbell County Public School System, Central Virginia Governor's School of Science 
and Technology Award for Excellence in Teaching '06-'07

Room 2
Working Out with READING Power
Addison stated many centuries ago that “Reading is to the mind what exercise is to the body.” In a soon-
to-be-released book, we show how students can successfully exercise their minds while taking 
standardized reading tests. In this session participants will get an overview of this book and will learn how 
to apply the strategies behind READING Power to their own classroom instruction. 
Frances Lively , Workshop presenter, throughout Virginia and at local, state, and national conferences, 
former VATE board member 
MJ Weatherford, presenter for reading, English, and library conferences, Past President of the Secondary 
Reading Council of the Virginia State Reading Association

Room 3
Real Reasons to Write: Working with Authentic Tools and Authentic Audiences
The session will begin with a discussion of out of school vs. in school literacies and writing spaces. Next, 
we’ll evaluate the "value-added" of specific emerging technology tools through the use of activators, 
textual annotation, methods of multiple representation, journaling, interrupted reading, and summarizers, 
"reinventing" standard (PowerPoint, Podcasts and Weblogs) and not-so-standard (Wikis, telementors, 
gizmo, and MMORPG's) tools to work beyond what we can do with pen and paper. Participants will then 
be challenged to "reinvent" these ideas within their own classroom spaces. 
Sara Kajder , Assistant Professor of English Education at Virginia Tech, author of Bringing the Outside In 
(2006) and The Tech Savvy English Classroom (2003)

Room 5
Ryan Goble and Nicole Trackman - Teaching Writing and Literary Concepts Using the Art, Music 
and Lyrics of Rock and Roll
Piloted at NCTE’s National Convention to an enthusiastic crowd of 230 people we demonstrate how album 
covers, music videos, musician biographies, and music can engage students in learning literary concepts. 
This session, a hybrid of two presentations created for the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame in Cleveland, 
demonstrates how album covers, music videos and rock music can be used to used to teach literary 
concepts and writing skills. 
Ryan Goble , Curriculum Coordinator at Banana Kelly High School in the South Bronx, adjunct professor 
at Benedictine and DeVry University Chicago, on the National Council for Teachers of English (NCTE) Media 
Literacy Committee 
Nicole Trackman , Lyceum Kennedy, a French/English school, on the National Council of Teachers of 
English Poetry Commission

Morven Park
Out Far and In Deep: Poetry, Cookies, and the Space Between the Lines
The session will demonstrate an approach to teaching poetry that engages students' senses, appreciation 
of structure, and love of the line as a primer in how to get your students to crave the taste of good words. 
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A selected bibliography of poems that work well for this approach will be provided. 
Joan Vannorsdall , Salem High School, author of the novels Solitary Places and The Hearts of Soldiers 

White Hall 
Satire As Argument: Picking Apart A Modest Proposal and Following Swift’s Lead
18th-century British literature can be the A-train to nap time for many of my high school students, so I 
wanted to find an assignment that would keep them active in their reading. Of the various assignments 
I’ve proposed to students when reading centuries old literature, this satire assignment has been greeted 
with the fewest groans and most success. Jonathan Swift used an array of satiric elements in order to 
rope his readers in, shock them, and even implicate them. And he does all of this by taking the enemy’s 
point of view. Satire is one more opportunity to register complaints and institute change. 
Alissa Mears, George Mason High School in the Falls Church City Public School system, Northern Virginia 
Writing Project

Saturday Sessions form 2:00-2:50

Room 1
Igniting Literacy Through History!
This interdisciplinary session will inspire English teachers to begin using historical fiction in the classroom 
to enhance the application of the SOLs. Examples of research projects include The Victorian Life Project, 
The Historical Fiction Research Project, and the Collaborative World War II/Holocaust Project.
Liz Kuhns, Goochland High School
Jennifer Abbott, Goochland High School
Deb Cross, Goochland High School
  
Room 2
Approaches to Teaching Literacy Elements Using Award Winning Books for Children and Young 
Adults
Approaches for teaching literary elements will be shared using award winning books for children and 
young adults while complying with the state literature standards. Participants will receive handouts with 
selected titles of the award winning books together with a sampling of strategies and approaches for 
teaching them. 
Dr. Rosalie Kiah, Professor in the Department of English and Foreign Languages at Norfolk State 
University, member of NCTE, IRA, and American Library Association

Room 3
Revolutionary Literacy
Politics and marketing have saturated our lives, whether through NCLB or the things our children are 
prompted to want by media. This session is intended to help illustrate how instrumental words are in our 
decisions and in shaping our students' futures. This presentation inquires into the differences between 
issue and agenda, and how we as educators can impart an awareness of these in our students’ literacy 
instruction through various proven strategies. 
Darren Ralston, Stuarts Draft High School in Augusta County, Virginia, Central Virginia Writing Project, 
presenter VATE Fall Conference in 2005

Room 5
Pre and Post Reading Strategies to Promote Better Understanding of Text
The session will focus on ways to help students engage with and respond to what they read.  Several 
strategies will be demonstrated that can be immediately adapted for classroom use with practically any 
text.  Be forewarned: participants in this session will be expected to be participants in the full sense of the 
word.
Chuck Miller, Henley Middle School, VATE Executive Secretary Extraordinaire

Morven Park
Poetry Book Interest Meeting
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This open information session is designed for middle, secondary and 
college teachers who might be interested in contributing to a book 
project based on poems from Nikki Giovanni, Rita Dove, Gregory Orr, 
Tim Seibles, Shaomi Shihab Nye, Wesley McNair, Ted Kooser or Claudia 
Emerson.
Chapman Hood Frazier, Professor of Middle and Secondary School Education at James Madison 
University

White Hall
VCEE Session from 2:00-3:55
NCLB & SOL's on the Ground and in the Classroom: A Roundtable, 
Exploratory Discussion of Teachers Coping with Standards
This year's VCEE sponsored roundtable discussion session centers upon 
teachers' reactions and responses in their individual classrooms to 
Standards at the local, the state and the federal level. Participants will engage with topics ranging from 
"how is your classroom affected?" to "what behaviors do you see in students?" as those questions relate to 
ongoing standards.
Robert Williams, Radford University, Virginia English Bulletin editor
William Gribbin, Dean in the School of Communication, Liberty University

Saturday Sessions from 3:03-3:55

Room 1
Progoff Workshop from 3:05-5:00
An intensive journal workshop that leads its participants through a series of writing exercises in which 
they explore the flow of their lives – both the outside, historical part as well as the inner, emotive part –
all in complete privacy based on Ira Progoff’s Intensive Journal program.
Vic Kryston, Northern Virginia Writing Project Teacher/Consultant and certified Progoff leader, 30-year 
veteran Fairfax County Public Schools, NoVaCC adjunct, Nobel Peace Prize recipient for his efforts in 
resolving conflicts between PC and Mac users  (:

Room 2
"Possessing the Parts of Speech"
This session will begin with a brief introduction of SOL objectives that relate to grammar and writing. Then 
each participant will receive a "Parts of Speech" card. Samples of students' writings will be distributed for 
review. Participants will experience some of the various writing formats used with this lesson. 
Each participant will receive a handout of the lesson. 
Sylvia Bond,  Lakeland High School
Herman Mizell,  Administrator at Great Bridge High School, Chesapeake Public Schools, affectionately 
named "The Grammar King" by colleagues

Room 3
Student Paths: Helping Students Transition to Life After High School
Student Paths is a free program used in over 3,000 high schools across the country. The program 
promotes a meaningful dialogue between educators and students about the range of options available to 
students after high school and the thoughts and actions necessary to better ensure a successful future. 
Ana Meyer, High School Outreach Coordinator with Student Paths

Room 5
Transitioning the Struggling Reader: Evaluating the Effects of Middle-School Direct Instruction 
on Traditional High-School Learning in the English Classroom
Let’s take a down-and-dirty look at Direct Instruction (DI) reading. DI reading programs de-skill teachers, 
hinder student creativity, and lower achievement and expectations of students to simple skill acquisition. 
How then, do teachers and students overcome standardization and inspire students to become creative, 

learned individuals? 
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Sarah Tanner-Anderson,  Buckingham County Middle School, VATE conference committee for the past 
three years

Morven Park
The Relationship Between Perceived Leadership Styles Of Principals and Teacher Retention and 
Satisfaction
Approximately 33% of beginning public school teachers in the United States leave the profession before 
completing their first year in the classroom (Hill et al., 2005) and nearly 50% of new teachers leave the 
profession after only 5 years (Roth & Tobin, 2005). The problem is that it is not known if principal 
leadership style, as perceived by teachers, is a factor in teacher’s decisions to stay or leave the profession. 
Preservice and in-service K-12 administrators may be able to apply the findings from this study to help 
improve teacher retention. 
Dr. Leroy Hamilton, Professor at Norfolk State University

White Hall
VCEE Meeting continued from 2:00-2:50

Saturday Sessions from 4:10-5:00

Room 1
Progoff Workshop continued from 3:05-3:55

Room 2
Teaching Beginner ELLs with Literature
How does one engage beginning ELLs responding to literature? By using comprehensible literature that is 
compatible with oral activities such as Drama, Chanting, TPR, and other strategies. A list of books is 
provided. Many teachers are familiar with the book Brown Bear Brown Bear, fewer are familiar with other 
books that are equally successful with ESL because there are relatively few book lists focusing on 
language learning rather than reading. 
Ana Lado -  President of a LADO Enterprises, Inc.

Room 3
Inspiring Learning with Digital Primary Sources
Join staff from the Library of Congress to explore free multimedia primary sources and teacher resources. 
Take a guided tour of online resources including poetry, author Webcasts, rare books and the Lifelong 
Literacy initiative. Teacher resources include lesson plans, primary source sets and analysis tools, and 
professional development programs. 
Cheryl Lederle-Ensign , Education Resource Specialist for the Library of Congress, develops content for 
the Teacher’s Page. 
Gail Petri , Education Resource Specialist for the Library of Congress, writes content for the Teachers Page

Room 5 
Writing for the Future and Reaching for the Stars: Teaching Writing through the Lens of the 
College Essay
The college application essay allows students to transition from writing for school to writing for an 
authentic audience. The presenters will share ideas for teaching real-world writing skills through the lens 
of the college essay. This presentation also includes lesson ideas designed to involve non-college-bound 
students.
Jennifer Beach, West Springfield High School, Fairfax County Virginia
Stacia Zeimet,  English Department Chair at Mount Vernon High School

Morven Park
Systematic Research
What is a source card? A note card? A works cited page? Presenter will share the tools that I have 
developed for the use of my students that include topic pre-research worksheets, source card worksheets, 
and templates for source cards, note cards, outlines, and works cited pages. I will also include the quizzes 
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that I have developed to accompany the PowerPoint tutorial and provide CDs with all materials that 
attendees can use and modify as they wish.
Christina Kempt, First Colonial High School in Virginia Beach, President-Elect of the Virginia Beach 
Association for Teachers of English 

White Hall
MeaningLESS to MeaningFULL: Turning Writing Folders Into Writing Portfolios
Instead of the portfolio merely being a dumping ground for student work, students are asked to choose 
pieces that best reflect their growth as a writer throughout the year or over a more extended period of 
time. The presentation will also touch on revision, assessment, motivation, and genre-study. 
Erinn Harris,  Robert E. Lee High School, Northern Virginia Writing Project


