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About VATE

The purposes of VATE are

e to promote a professional spirit among
Virginia teachers of English Language Arts

e to provide a medium for the exchange of
opinions among these teachers.

e to provide a forum for dissemination of
information among these teachers.

e to provide an agency to foster cooperation
between Virginia teachers of English Lan-
guage Arts and the National Council of
Teachers of English (NCTE)

e to provide varied programs and services to
meet the needs of all levels of English Lan-
guage Arts instruction represented in the
organization.

Join the Ranks

Anyone interested in the advancement of the
English Language Arts curricula is invited to
join VATE. The organization is not limited to
English teachers or even teachers. The group
wants input and involvement from anyone con-
cerned with language arts instruction from pre-
school to graduate school, public and private
instruction.

Getting involved with a professional organiza-
tion such as VATE keeps an individual on the
cutting edge of the teaching profession, with a
clear vision of what the future of English edu-
cation holds. VATE is the state affiliate of the
National Council of Teachers of English. VATE
provides English teachers from around the
state and the country with opportunities to
meet and share with one another.

Visit our website at www.vate.org for more information!

We’'re Here to Help

The services that VATE provides are numerous

and valuable:

e VATE publications include The Virginia Eng-
lish Bulletin, a biannual journal of writings by
English Language Arts professionals from
around the country, with an emphasis on
Virginia writers. Features of The Virginia
English Bulletin are teaching ideas, reflec-
tions and theories with a common theme
throughout each issue of the journal. Crea-
tive works are also included.

e “The Needle's Eye,” the VATE newsletter, is
published several times throughout the year
and contains information about the group’s
current work for the good of English Lan-
guage Arts curricula in the state and nation.

e Special publications may include brochures,
maps, booklets, and conference information.

VATE offers its members many opportunities for
leadership from local to state levels. VATE pro-
vides chances for educators of varying levels to
grow professionally by holding office or becom-
ing involved with publications or conference ar-
rangements for the group.

Offices in VATE for which there are yearly elec-
tions include President, President Elect, Vice
President, Secretary, Members-at-Large, Affiliate
Presidents, and NCTE Liaison Officer.

Several committees are formed each year to
assist with the annual VATE conference.

A Yearly Boost

The highlight of the year for VATE members is
the annual fall conference. Members from
around the state gather in October for three
days of enlightening speakers, workshops, pres-
entations and discussions focused on the
changing needs of the English Language Arts
curricula. The conference is held in various lo-
cations in Virginia.

Information on the next annual conference is
available on the VATE website at www.vate.org.

Recognition of Talent & Services

At the annual VATE conference, individuals are
recognized for their promise, dedication, and
contributions to the English Language Arts
teaching profession.

e The Richard A. Meade Scholarship is
awarded to an outstanding college senior
who is entering the English Language Arts
teaching profession.

e The Foster B. Gresham Award is granted to
an outstanding teacher of English Language
Arts in the state.

e The Frances N. Wimer Award honors a
VATE member who has inspired students
and teachers alike through his/her dedica-
tion to the field of English Language Arts.

e VATE Distinguished Service Award certifi-
cates are given to VATE leaders in recogni-
tion of their year(s) of service and dedica-
tion to the group.

e The Minority Scholarship Award honors a
qualified minority student enrolled in a
teacher prep program in a Virginia college
or university and preparing to teach English

Language Arts on any level.




