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�x Virginia English Language Arts Supervisors (VELAS) will meet April 25, 2008 
in Richmond. A VDOE representative will discuss alternative assessments. 
VDOE staff will provide English updates. Spotsylvania technology staff will give 
a presentation on 21st century skills.

�x Assessment committees are currently being chosen and participants will be 
notified.  There were over 1,000 applications received for all committees.

�x All 2007 tests are supposed to be released in March 2008.  Currently released in 
ePAT format are grades 3, 4, and 5 reading tests. SOL Online Testing Resources 
for Students found here:      
http://www.pearsonaccess.com/cs/Satellite?c=Page&childpagename=Virginia/va
PALPLayout&cid=1175826755281&pagename=vaPALPWrapper
There are not plans to convert other released tests to ePAT format prior to 
releasing them.

�x Writing test schedule for next year is posted.
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�x Middle School Writing Modules in support of Project Graduation are now posted.  
These modules provide 147 pages of lesson plans on all tested writing standards.  
Web-based references included. Also references Kelly Gallagher’s Teaching 
Adolescent Writers. Modules available at: 
http://www.doe.virginia.gov/2plus4in2004/modules/ms_writing_modules.pdf

�x Middle School Reading Modules in support of Project Graduation will be posted 
in March.

�x The Big Read- To Kill a Mockingbird for 2008-2009- free reader's guides and
teacher's guides. Each school is limited to two teacher's guides and audio 
programs.  To request these materials, contact Susan Coleman, Director of the 
Virginia Center for the Book at spcoleman@virginia.edu or 434-982-2983.

�x From Vision to Practice July 8-10 Growing SySTEMic Literacy Across the 
Content Areas. Watch for Superintendent’s Memorandum with schedule.

�x  A reminder about SOL Reading stand-alone items.  Review
      Examiner’s Manual for EOC Reading page 24. “There may be one or more    

items located on different pages of the test that do not refer to a passage. Just 
before this type of question appears in your test booklet, you will see the 
following directions. 

      DIRECTIONS “You do not need to read a passage to answer the following 
question. Please read and answer the question.”   

�x ACT, SAT, and GRE prep available free to all VA students on 
www.virginiamentor.com


